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Dear friends,

These past few months have been a turbulent time. I especially remember our annual 
International Leadership Conference in early May, when we were forced to pause our 
online gathering to run into our bomb shelters in Jerusalem due to Hamas launching 
another senseless rocket war on Israeli cities. Instead of immediately condemning this 
blatant act of aggression and terrorism targeting the civilian population of Israel, the 
International Criminal Court in The Hague immediately warned: “Israel be careful, we 
are watching you!”

It reminded me of the words of Isaiah: “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; 
Who put darkness for light, and light for darkness…” (Isaiah 5:20). This once again 
demonstrated that our work today is so much needed. During this brief but intense 
conflict, not only could we supply more life-saving bomb shelters and give out more 
fire-fighting equipment to the most impacted areas, but also our national branches 
around the world stood up and declared to Israel, “You are not alone!” Spontaneously 
organised pro-Israel rallies around the world became a source of encouragement to 
many Israelis. Thank you so much for all who stood with us during this critical time!

As I write to you, a new Israeli government has been sworn in and many here hope 
it has broken the cycle of repeated, inconclusive elections. For many in Israel, it feels 
like a new season where a new generation of national leaders are assuming the helm. 
Please pray for this new coalition, which represents a fragile array of very diverse 
parties (see page 8).

In addition, we have a new President of Israel. Jewish Agency Chairman Isaac Herzog 
was elected the 11th president of the nation by a record margin in the Knesset. Herzog 
is from a venerable family line of sages, rabbis and Zionist leaders, and he comes as 
well with a long record of working closely with the global Evangelical community. We 
look forward to cooperating with him in the years ahead to further this relationship. 
In a recent meeting with him, I assured President Herzog of our prayers and support 
from around the world. 

In June, I visited the Knesset for the first time since corona to speak at the annual 
Jerusalem Prayer Breakfast. When passing the security check, the lady at the passport 
desk told me this was the very first public event in the Knesset in almost a year. I had 
to thank God when I heard that. “How far we have come”, I thought. “After so many 
centuries of Christian antisemitism and hatred against the Jews, we were privileged 
today to open the new post-COVID season with Christians praying in the Knesset for 
Israel’s well-being.” These are truly times for miracles!

I also want to express my deepest thanks to all of you who stood with us in recent 
months in prayer and practical support for Israel. As you will see in this magazine, 
there are many biblical reasons why we should stand with Israel. You will find ten of 
them in the opening article. But there are many more reasons to bless Israel today. May 
YOU find your own practical ways to show your support for Israel. 

Thank you again for joining us to bless this 
people beloved of God.

Yours in Christ,

Dr Jürgen Bühler
President
International Christian Embassy Jerusalem

COVER PHOTO: Top: The new Azrieli Center ‘spiral tower’ 
now under construction will stand 1,100 feet over modern-day Tel 
Aviv (Artist’s rendering at viewpoint.co.il).
Bottom:  Camels carry construction materials to build the new 
city of Tel Aviv circa 1920 (Photo by Abraham Soskin; Wikimedia 
Commons).
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 FROM THE 
PRESIDENT'S DESK

The International Christian Embassy Jerusalem was established 
in 1980 in recognition of the biblical significance of Jerusalem 
and its unique connection to the Jewish people. Today the ICEJ 
represents millions of Christians, churches and denominations to 
the nation and people of Israel. We recognise in the restoration 
of Israel the faithfulness of God to keep His ancient covenant 
with the Jewish people. Our main objectives are:

 *  To stand with Israel in support and friendship;
 *   To equip and teach the worldwide Church  

regarding God’s purposes with Israel and  
the nations of the Middle East;

 *   To be an active voice of reconciliation between  
Jews, Christians and Arabs and to support the  
churches and congregations in the Holy Land.

From its head offices in Jerusalem, the ICEJ reaches out to more 
than 170 countries, with branch offices in over 90 nations.

Our vision is:
 *   To reach every segment of Israeli society with a Christian  

testimony of comfort and love, and
 *   To reach and actively represent to Israel the support  

of denominations, churches and believers from every  
nation on earth. 

The Christian Embassy is a non-denominational faith-based 
ministry supported by the voluntary contributions of our members 
and friends across the globe. We invite you to join with us as we 
minister to Israel and the Jewish people worldwide by donating 
to the ongoing work and witness of the ICEJ.
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There is no doubt that Israel enjoys growing 
support from the Evangelical movement 
today. At times this support is little 

understood, especially as for centuries the 
Church struggled to understand the ‘Jewish 
question’ and even displayed and instigated 
militant antisemitism against the Chosen 
people. They taught that God was finished 
with the Jews. However, this has changed 
dramatically, yet the question remains: Why 
do we support Israel today? 
 
I invite you to take your Bible and consider 
with me ten reasons why all believers in Jesus 
should support, bless and stand with God’s 
chosen people, the Jews.  

1 REASON #1  GOD LOVES ISRAEL! 
The prophet Jeremiah states very 

clearly: “The people who survived the sword 
found grace in the wilderness...” The Lord has 
appeared of old to me, saying: “Yes, I have loved 
you with an everlasting love; Therefore with 
lovingkindness I have drawn you. Again I will 
build you, and you shall be rebuilt, O virgin of 
Israel! ….” (Jeremiah 31:2–4). After a season 
of judgement (‘the sword’), God is motivated 

by His ‘everlasting love’ to restore Israel. Note 
that it is an everlasting love… unceasing, never 
ending! It was this love which birthed God’s plan 
with Israel (Deuteronomy 7:7) and this love will 
also bring it to a glorious end (Romans 11:25-28). 

Someone once asked me: “How can God love a 
sinful nation like Israel?” The answer is simple: 
By the same unconditional love the Lord has 
towards the Church. Indeed, “while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 
So here is a simple rule for all believers: We 
should love what Jesus loves. How is your love 
for Israel? Just ask God to give you His love for 
the Jewish people! 

2
REASON #2  GOD IS A 
COVENANT-KEEPING GOD! 
God affirmed His promise to give Israel 

the Land of Canaan with a sworn covenant. In 
Genesis we read how God appeared to Abraham 
to promise him a land and descendants as 

innumerable as the stars of heaven. Abraham 
replied: “How can I be sure You really will do 
this?” God answered by coming down as a 
burning torch which passed through sacrificial 
animals to seal the land promise with Abraham 
by covenant oath (Genesis 15:17-18). 
 
One of the main character traits of God is that 
He is a covenant-keeping God. In the past some 
Christians insisted God changed His mind 
about Israel, gave up on them and established 
a new covenant with the Church – the ‘new 
Israel’. But that would be catastrophic news 
for every believer today. With our every sin, 
lukewarmness or lack of commitment, do we 
need to fear that God will change His mind 
about us too? No, for “even if we are unfaithful, 
He remains faithful; since He cannot deny 
Himself” (2 Timothy 2:13). Thus, the great 
hope for both Israel and the Church is that God 
always keeps His covenant promises – forever!
 

3 REASON #3  GOD HALLOWS 
HIS NAME! 

The prophet Ezekiel powerfully described 
in chapter 36 how God will restore the Land 
and people of Israel in the last days. When 

WHY ISRAEL? 
TEN REASONS WHY EVERY BELIEVER AND EVERY CHURCH 

SHOULD STAND WITH THE RESTORED JEWISH NATION

WE SHOULD LOVE WHAT 

JESUS LOVES. 

B Y  D R  J Ü R G E N  B Ü H L E R   •   I C E J  P R E S I D E N T

Jerusalem Chords bridge,  
a famous unique landmark, 
with aerial view of the city.
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“FOR IF THEIR BEING CAST 

AWAY IS THE RECONCILING  

OF THE WORLD, WHAT WILL 

THEIR ACCEPTANCE BE  

BUT LIFE FROM THE DEAD?” 
- Romans 11:15 - 

contribution for the poor among the saints who 
are in Jerusalem. It pleased them indeed, and 
they are their debtors. For if the Gentiles have 
been partakers of their spiritual things, their 
duty is also to minister to them in material 
things.” (Romans 15:26-27) 

The believers of Macedonia understood an 
important principle. Salvation came from the 
Jews (John 4:22), and they were obligated to 
return a gift of thanks. We need to remember 
that Jesus was Jewish, the authors of the Bible 

were all Israelites, and everything that defines 
our faith today – even the sacrifice of Jesus and 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit – took place 
in Israel through Jews. Thus, Jesus himself 
declared: “Salvation is of the Jews!” (John 4:22).  
Have you ever shown your gratefulness to God’s 
people for administering to us the means of 
His eternal grace? If not, I encourage you to 
follow the Macedonian example and express 
your appreciation to Israel. 

6 REASON #6  OUR ROOTS  
ARE IN ISRAEL! 

Romans 11 contains a botanical miracle. Paul 
identifies a natural or noble, cultivated olive tree 
and a wild olive tree. Wild olive trees are scrubs 
that bear inedible fruit. Paul then describes 
God doing something no farmer would ever 
do. He cuts off limbs from the noble tree 
and grafts wild olive branches in their place. 

he sees them returning from the nations and 
being filled with God’s Spirit, he gives a clear 
reason why God is doing this: “I had concern 
for My holy name, which the house of Israel 
had profaned among the nations wherever they 
went.” (Ezekiel 36:21). Then he declares to 
Israel: “…not for your sake but for My holy 
name’s sake I will restore you… And I will 
sanctify My great name … the nations shall 
know that I am the Lord,” says the Lord God, 
“when I am hallowed in you before their eyes. 
For I will take you from among the nations, 
gather you out of all countries, and bring you 
into your own land” (Ezekiel 36:23-24). 
 
It is rather astonishing that the world media is 
still so preoccupied with Israel even 73 years 
after its establishment. As the Swiss theologian 
Karl Barth stated in 1967: “Now you can 
read it in the newspapers; God is fulfilling 
His promises.” Or as Ezekiel said it, God is 
sanctifying His name before the whole world. 
By looking to Israel, the world can see that God 
is still alive and He is a promise-keeping God! 
Therefore, whenever you pray the Lord’s Prayer, 
‘hallowed be Thy name’, pray also for Israel and 
God’s faithfulness to them. 

4
REASON #4  ISRAEL IS A KEY 
FOR REVIVAL AND FUTURE 
BLESSING FOR THE CHURCH! 

According to the Apostle Paul, Israel’s full 
restoration will release an unprecedented 
blessing to the Church. In Romans 11, Paul 
makes two most amazing statements: “Now if 
their fall is riches for the world, and their failure 
riches for the Gentiles, how much more their 
fullness!” (Romans 11:12); and, “For if their 
being cast away is the reconciling of the world, 
what will their acceptance be but life from the 
dead?” (Romans 11:15). 

Paul presents it as almost a mathematical 
formula. Looking at Israel’s fall or failure and 
casting away, he still sees blessing released of 
‘riches for the Gentiles’ and ‘reconciliation of the 

world’. Then he looks to Israel’s future fullness 
and acceptance and foresees an even greater 
release for the world of ‘life from the dead’.    

John Wesley commented on these verses: “So 
many prophecies refer to this grand event, 
that it is surprising any Christian can doubt 
of it. When it is accomplished, it will be so 
strong a demonstration, both of the Old and 
New Testament revelation, that will doubtless 
convince many… It will release overflowing life 
to the world, which was dead.” 

In Acts 3:19-20, Peter also sees that a spiritually 
restored Israel will release ‘times of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord’, and the ‘times 
of the restoration of all things’ which eventually 
brings the return of Christ. That means Israel’s 
restoration is key for everyone who thirsts for 
the outpouring that God still has in store for 
the Church. Or to put it another way: If you 
thirst for revival, pray for Israel!  

5 REASON #5  WE OWE IT  
TO THE JEWS! 

In his letter to the Romans, Paul recounts 
his time with the churches of Macedonia. 
They lavishly poured out a love offering for 
the ‘poor saints’ in Jerusalem. It was such a 
substantial gift that Paul decided to deliver it 
personally to Jerusalem. But why did they give 
so much? Paul explains: “For it pleased those 
from Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain 

ICEJ president Dr. Jürgen Bühler and VP of AID & Aliyah Nicole Yoder 
greet new olim upon arrival at Ben Gurion International airport.
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Normally, this process is done exactly the other 
way around: noble branches are grafted onto 
wild trees. But Paul relates this strange botany 
experiment to Israel and the Gentile nations. 
They, the wild Gentile nations, are grafted in 
to the noble Jewish olive tree by faith in Jesus 
and are nourished by the rich sap rising from 
their prophets, patriarchs and kings. 

Paul, therefore, tells the Gentile church in 
Rome to “remember that you do not support 
the root, but the root supports you” (Romans 
11:18). We always need to keep in mind that our 
spiritual roots are not in Rome, Geneva or Asuza 
Street. Our spiritual roots lay in Jerusalem, with 
Hebrew Prophets, Jewish Apostles, a Jewish 
Saviour, and a Bible written by Jews (see also 
Ephesians 2:11-13). So let us honour our spiritual 
roots, knowing Paul also declares that one day 
the original natural, noble branches will be 
grafted back into their own tree.  

7 REASON #7  NOW IS THE RIGHT 
TIME TO DO IT!  

Psalm 102 is one of the most powerful prophetic 
passages in the Bible. Whenever I read the first 
11 verses of this ‘Psalm of the afflicted’, I see 
in my mind’s eye the crematories of Auschwitz 
and the emaciated bodies of Buchenwald. It is 
a cry of hopelessness, where the Psalmist sees 
his people withering like grass. But suddenly, 
the tone of this Psalm dramatically changes 
and becomes one of restoration, culminating 
in the Lord “building up Zion” and “appearing 
in glory” (Psalm 102:16). 

The key verse is v. 13, where God suddenly 
takes action: “You will arise and have mercy on 
Zion; For the time to favour her, Yes, the set 
time, has come” (Psalm 102:13). The Hebrew 
word for ‘set time’ is mo’ed, which also is used 
for Israel’s annual holidays. They are the set 
or appointed times of the Lord. We should see 
them as eternal entries in God’s appointment 
diary. And here the Psalmist sees that God has 
fixed a day for the restoration of Israel to arrive.  

You do not need to be a prophecy expert to 
see this set day has arrived. Already for 100 
years, the Lord has been busy restoring Zion. 
God has arisen to actively show mercy to Zion. 
Therefore, it is also time for us to arise and join 
what God is doing! 

8 REASON #8  GOD HAS 
CHANGED HIS WAY OF 
DEALING WITH ISRAEL! 

Now this reason might at first sound almost 
heretical. In the end we all believe God never 
changes – right? He is the same yesterday, today 
and forever. Yet already, centuries before the 
birth of Christ, the Lord announced that one day 
He would change the way He deals with Israel. 
This is best expressed by the prophet Zechariah. 
“‘But now I will not treat the remnant of this 
people as in the former days,’ says the Lord of 
hosts.… ‘Just as I determined to punish you 
when your fathers provoked Me to wrath,’ says 
the Lord of hosts, ‘And I would not relent, so 
again in these days I am determined to do 
good to Jerusalem and to the house of Judah.’” 
(Zechariah 8:11–15). 
 
These verses describe a total reversal of how 
God relates to Israel. It is a radical shift in 
gears – from reverse to fast forward. In previous 
centuries it might have been difficult to see 
His ongoing faithfulness to Israel. Looking at 
a dispersed and downtrodden people, many 
theologians were tempted to see this as an 
eternal state of judgement on the Jews. But 
God never gave up on them. And today, we 
are without excuse when it is even all over our 
newspapers that Zion is being restored! And 
if God has changed His approach to Israel, 
then He will help you also to arise and bless 
His people.  

9 REASON #9  THE JEWS ARE  
THE FAMILY OF JESUS! 

This may be the most simple yet powerful 
reason: Jesus is a Jew! Paul puts it thusly…  

I spoke about this years ago in a church in 
Bavaria. A brother came to me after the service 
saying: “Yes, it is true, Jesus was born to a 
Jewish mother. But you forgot one thing. When 
Jesus rose from the dead, he received a glorified 
body. He stopped being Jewish and now he is 
the universal brother of all mankind.” I was 
truly impressed. Jesus, the universal brother of 
mankind, sounded amazing. But in my Bible, 
I read in Revelation that Jesus in his glorified 
body is still the “Lion of the tribe of Judah” 
(Revelation 5:5). And the very last words of 
Jesus in the Bible, often standing out in red 
letters, are: “I, Jesus … am the Root and the 
Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning 
Star.” (Revelation 22:16). So even on the very 
last page of the New Testament, Jesus reminds 
us that his great, great, great… grandfather 
is a Jewish king from Jerusalem. By serving 
the Jewish people, we serve the earthy family 
of Jesus. And I truly believe He takes notice 
when we do so. 

10
REASON #10  THE BIBLE 
COMMANDS US TO  
COMFORT ISRAEL! 

Finally, and most importantly, we need to 
bless Israel because God commands us to. 
Isaiah delivers this divine imperative, saying 
“‘Comfort, yes comfort My people’ says the 
Lord.” (Isaiah 40:1) This is clearly not a call 
to the Jewish people, otherwise they would be 
comforting themselves. Rather, it is a call to a 
Gentile people to stand alongside Israel and 
bless and comfort her. It is a command for a 
time when Israel’s warfare has ended (verse 
2), a set time when God is restoring Zion. And 
Isaiah 40 also is clearly not a suggestion or 
discussion point where He invites our opinion. 
God Himself, the Creator of heaven and earth 
who calls out the stars by name (Isaiah 40:26), 
tells us to arise and stand with His people in 
comfort and love.  

It is precisely for these reasons why the 
International Christian Embassy Jerusalem was 
established in 1980 to stand with and comfort 
Israel, and with God’s help we will continue to 
do so in the decades ahead. Let us all do this 
together!  

“OF WHOM ARE THE FATHERS AND FROM 
WHOM, ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, 

CHRIST CAME, WHO IS OVER ALL, THE 
ETERNALLY BLESSED GOD.” 

- Romans 9:5 -
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For the second year in a row, the ICEJ’s annual International Leadership Conference (ILC) 
had to be held online via a three-day Zoom conference. The event brings together our 
national leaders from close to 100 countries for a vision and strategy conference each year. 

This latest gathering in May highlighted in a powerful way what we have experienced over the 
past year: While COVID-19 has caused great tragedy worldwide, God has still used the crisis to 
release blessings upon our work.  

In February 2020, we held our last international strategy meeting before the corona lockdowns 
began. It was a special gathering of 20 key branches to discuss plans for marking the ICEJ’s 
40th anniversary. For most of our leaders, this was their last trip overseas. The outcome was 
a set of goals for our ministry in the years ahead, including: strengthening prayer within ICEJ 
and uncovering new spiritual wells; increasing the unity and synergy among our 100 national 
offices; finding new means of education; facilitating growth; reaching the next generation; and 
finding new ways to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles.  

When Corona hit, these goals honestly faded from our radar as we faced an existential crisis. 
How could we survive a global pandemic which was completely paralyzing tourism, threatening 
a global financial crisis, and endangering the health of our staff? The world was being shaken!

We all understood much prayer was needed. Thus, right after an emergency board meeting 
we decided to hold a global prayer gathering online. This truly released an avalanche of prayer. 
Since March 2020, we have drawn over 500 faithful prayer partners worldwide to our Global 
Prayer Gatherings every Wednesday. Weeks later, we added a monthly prayer chain starting 
every Rosh Chodesh, or Hebrew new month. What started in June 2020 as a 12-hour prayer 
chain has steadily grown to 120 hours of continuous online prayer this past month. And God 
is answering our prayers!

During corona, we also have helped more 
Israelis than ever! Whether food packages 
for the elderly, caring for Holocaust 
survivors, or flying new Jewish immigrants 
to Israel, generous donors around the 
world have empowered us to do more 
here than ever. And when the Feast of 
Tabernacles came, by the grace of God our 
new streaming platform enabled the ICEJ 
to produce an exciting Feast celebration 
which reached more people than ever. This 
included many thousands who joined via 

Feast ‘watch parties’ in numerous places. Weekly webinars, branch podcasts, and online conferences 
allowed us to teach more Christians than ever about standing with Israel. And due to the crisis, 
we engaged with our branch leaders more than ever, so that today we are a closer-knit family.  

Looking back on all these developments at this year’s ILC conference, we could only give thanks 
to God for His faithfulness! Of course, much still needs to be done. And yes, some in our global 
family did get sick and suffer due to the virus. But looking back over the last year, Corona became 
an unexpected catalyst for us to reach the goals we set in 2020. We pray more than ever! We are 
helping more Israelis than ever! The Feast is reaching more people than ever! Indeed, the Lord 
has enlarged our ministry even while the world was shaking. Much of this is because of your 
prayers and donations. Thank you so much, and thanks to our faithful God!  

CURRENT AFFAIRS

BLESSINGS IN THE MIDST  
OF GLOBAL SHAKINGS

B Y  D R  J Ü R G E N  B Ü H L E R ,  I C E J  P R E S I D E N T

In early June, Isaac Herzog was elected as 
the next President of Israel. Herzog comes 
from one of Israel’s most distinguished 

families, as his father Chaim Herzog served 
as Israel’s sixth president from 1983 to 1993, 
while his paternal grandfather, Rabbi Yitzhak 
HaLevi Herzog, was Chief Rabbi (Ashkenazi) 
of Israel, serving from 1936 to 1959. A lawyer 
by trade, President Herzog has built his own 
commendable record of public service over 
the past two decades as a Member of Knesset, 
cabinet minister, Labour party chairman, 
Opposition leader and world chairman of the 
Jewish Agency For Israel. The International 
Christian Embassy Jerusalem has engaged with 
him on many occasions over this time period, 
including when he was an early member of 
the Knesset Christian Allies Caucus, during 
his stint as Minister of Tourism, and in more 
recent years while he served as JAFI chairman 
(2018-2021). ICEJ president Jürgen Bühler was 
able to congratulate President Herzog in person 
on his new role (pictured above), and expressed 
confidence he will serve the nation well in this 
new position while also continuing to reach out 
to Christian supporters of Israel. The ICEJ also 
wishes the best for outgoing President Reuven 
Rivlin, who has hosted ICEJ delegations at the 
official presidential residence, Beit Hanasi, 
and addressed our annual Feast of Tabernacles 
celebration in Jerusalem.  

ICEJ WELCOMES 
ISRAEL’S NEW 

PRESIDENT ISAAC 
HERZOG
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Israel finally has a new government in place, 
ending Benjamin Netanyahu’s historic  
12-year run as prime minister. But the 

protracted political impasse of the past 30 
months is far from over, as the extremely broad 
coalition may prove unworkable and is hanging 
on by the thinnest of margins.  
 
Over the past two-and-a-half years, Israel has 
stumbled through four elections in a political 
deadlock that has become mystifying. The latest 
ballot was closer than ever, but the forces of 
“change” finally ousted Netanyahu in June. 
The new government, led for now by Prime 
Minister Naftali Bennett, was approved by a 
single Knesset vote and it remains in constant 
peril of collapse. 
 
The new ruling coalition consists of eight very 
diverse parties from right to left held together by 
their common desire to keep Netanyahu from 
returning to power. Netanyahu managed an 
unprecedented run as prime minister because 
of his diplomatic and economic acumen, his 
mastery of Israeli politics, and above all his 
reputation as “Mr. Security.” Most Israelis came 
to trust him to keep them safe, and for the 
most part he did. But the scandals surrounding 
Netanyahu weakened his support on the right, 
and now a new generation of leaders is taking 
the reins of power. They are generally younger, 

forward-looking, and concerned with the well-
being of the entire nation. 
 
The incoming coalition was forged around a 
rotation agreement between Bennett and Yair 
Lapid, who will serve as foreign minister and 
alternate prime minister until he takes over the 
top job in August 2023. 
 
Head of the right-wing Yamina party,  
Bennett is a former commander of elite IDF 
units and a successful hi-tech entrepreneur. 
Born into a secular family, he became religiously 
observant and more conservative in his views, 
even heading the Yesha settlements council for 
a while. He is Israel’s first premier to regularly 
wear a kippa. 
 
As leader of the centrist Yesh Atid faction,  
Lapid is a former TV talk show host who 
entered politics a decade ago to represent  
young, secular Israelis who resent the  
inordinate power and favouritism enjoyed  
by the ultra-Orthodox community. 
 
They are joined in the coalition by former Likud 
member Gideon Sa’ar of New Hope, Russian 
strongman Avigdor Liberman of Yisrael 
Beiteinu, former IDF general Benny Gantz of 
Blue & White, Merav Michaeli of Labour, Nitzan 
Horowitz of Meretz, and – the unlikeliest of 

ISRAEL’S NEW GOVERNMENT SEEKS  
BROAD CONSENSUS, HANGS BY THREAD 

B Y  D A V I D  P A R S O N S ,  I C E J  V I C E  P R E S I D E N T  &  S E N I O R  I N T L .  S P O K E S M A N

CURRENT AFFAIRS

partners – Mansour Abbas of the Arab-Islamist 
faction Ra’am. 
 
The common denominator between them is a 
sense that Netanyahu based so many important 
decisions in recent years not on national 
interests, but on simply staying in power to 
gain an advantage – and even immunity – in 
his ongoing corruption trials. He also has sided 
with the ultra-Orthodox on many issues, thereby 
alienating many Israelis as well as much of 
Diaspora Jewry. 

Bennett will focus on getting back to good 
governance, passing a proper state budget, 
making decisions by consensus, dealing with 
societal tensions, and taking all sectors of the 
populace into consideration. 
 
Meanwhile, Lapid will handle foreign policy. 
Few expect much movement towards a ‘two-
state solution’ with the Palestinians, as it could 
unravel the fragile coalition. Rather, Lapid’s 
main efforts will be on building ties with the 
Biden administration and European Union, 
and repairing the breach with the progressive 
Left, beginning with American Jewish leaders. 
The Bennett-Lapid government also will try to 
continue the momentum of the Abraham Accords 
towards normalisation with the Arab world. 
 
No doubt those regional accords influenced 
Ra’am to become the first Arab party to sit 
as full-fledged members of an Israeli cabinet. 
Netanyahu legitimised such a move by first 
reaching out to Mansour Abbas ahead of the last 
election, but he eventually chose to go with the 
‘change’ movement, putting the Bennett-Lapid 
alignment over the top by one seat. 
 
This has now put Netanyahu and the Likud 
in the unfamiliar position of sitting in the 
Opposition, and they are vowing to bring down 
the Bennett-Lapid coalition as soon as possible. 
No doubt, Likud will file weekly no-confidence 
motions against the government, which means 
lawmakers on both sides will not be traveling 
abroad much over coming months, as the 
thinnest of margins separates Israel from yet 
another election.  
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ISRAEL WEATHERS ANOTHER GAZA ROCKET WAR
ICEJ offers bomb shelters, urgent aid and Aliyah flights amid crisis 

B Y  D A V I D  R .  P A R S O N S

CURRENT AFFAIRS

Through courageous leadership, Israel and the Arab world have  
been experiencing a significant momentum towards  
normalisation and peace due to the Abrahamic Accords. However, 

the Palestinians deliberately sought to disrupt the new peace dynamic in 
the Middle East, as well as to cover for their own failures, by escalating 
tensions in the region in May. Backed by Iran and Turkey, they  
intentionally enflamed Muslim passions during Ramadan to ignite a 
dangerous religious conflict over Jerusalem. The result was yet another 
rocket war launched by Hamas in Gaza which caused needless untold 
suffering throughout the Land. 
 
The fourth Gaza rocket war lasted 11 days and saw Hamas and other 
terror militias in Gaza launch over 5,000 rockets and mortars at civilian 
populations in Israel, including Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. Millions of 
residents in the southern half of the country spent nearly two weeks 
running to their nearest bomb shelters. The IDF responded by striking 
at some 1,600 terror targets in Gaza, including rocket squads, tunnel 
networks and weapons stores. 
 
In the end, 13 people were killed in Israel, including one IDF soldier,  
an Israeli Arab father and daughter, a Jewish child, several elderly  
citizens, and three foreign workers. On the Palestinian side, some 250 
Gazans died, the majority of them members of terror militias, with 
many of the casualties likely inflicted by Hamas rockets which fell 
short inside Gaza. 
 
Israel’s Iron Dome once again did an effective job protecting Israeli cities 
from the massive rocket barrages. But for those Israeli communities 
closest to the Gaza border, the Iron Dome system cannot defend against 
the incessant salvos of shorter-range rockets and mortars pounding 
their homes and villages. 
 
So as the conflict wound down with a fragile unwritten ceasefire, the 
International Christian Embassy Jerusalem rushed to provide urgent 
relief and support to the embattled Israeli front-line communities along 
the Gaza border area, while also sponsoring Aliyah flights for several 
hundred Jewish immigrants who decided to move to Israel despite the 
escalation in violence. 

Over recent weeks, the ICEJ undertook a series of emergency relief 
efforts aimed primarily at assisting the hardest-hit communities close 
to the Gaza border. This included: 

 
BOMB SHELTERS: The ICEJ has ordered 20 new portable 
bomb shelters for towns and villages near the Gaza and 
northern borders.  

PROTECTIVE VESTS AND SUITS: We delivered 45 bullet-
proof vests and 120 fire-fighting suits to security and 
first-responder teams in the Gaza periphery. 
 
TRAUMA RELIEF: The Christian Embassy is working 
with trauma resilience centers and counsellors nearby 
Gaza to help Israeli families with children recover from 
the harrowing experience they just endured. 
 
SOCIAL RELIEF: Working with local social workers,  
we provided food for families in dire need in the worst-
hit areas. 
 

In addition, the ICEJ assisted with Aliyah flights for at least 247 new 
Jewish immigrants from some 18 nations who arrived in Israel less than 
two weeks after the conflict subsided. 
 
You can learn more about all of these efforts in the following pages of 
this magazine. And thank you to everyone who gave to meet these urgent 
needs during this very difficult period for Israel. 
 
The events of recent weeks have demonstrated once more that we need to 
be ready for crisis and conflict to arise at any minute here in Israel. And 
the faster we are able to respond, the more impactful will be our message 
of Christian solidarity and concern for the nation and people of Israel. 
 
If we wait for the next conflict to occur, it may be too late for us to reach 
the front-line communities with the security assistance and relief they 
need. So we are asking for your help and support now to prepare us for 
the next crisis in Israel.  

DONATE TO OUR ISRAEL IN CRISIS FUND TODAY AT:  icej.org/crisis 
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The International Christian Embassy 
Jerusalem joined Operation Lifeshield for 
a visit to Israeli communities along the  

Gaza border in June to assess recovery and 
security efforts in the wake of the recent rocket 
war with Hamas, and to deliver vital security 
equipment to regional authorities. 
 
The visit featured the delivery of a portable 
bomb shelter to the site near the Erez Crossing 
where IDF soldier Omer Talib was killed and  
two others seriously injured in the recent 
conflict, as well as the hand-over of 120 fire-
fighting suits, complete with boots and an  
ICEJ key-ring carrying a special message to 
remind the local first responders and volunteer 
firemen to be strong and courageous. The  
field trip also included briefings from local 
security officials, a tour of the Gaza border 
fence and strategic overlooks into Gaza, and a 
visit to the Ashkelon factory where the mobile 
bomb shelters are manufactured. 
 
Over the past twelve years, the ICEJ has donated 
over 100 portable bomb shelters to Israeli 
communities near the Gaza border, as well as 
two dozen fire-fighting vehicles, to deal with 
the daily threats of terror and arson attacks 
emanating from Gaza. The ICEJ has another 
15-to-20 bomb shelters now on order with 
Operation Lifeshield. 

The solidarity visit began at the Ibim security 
center for the Sha’ar HaNegev regional 
council, where the fire-fighting equipment was 
transferred to local authorities. 
 

“There are very complicated security challenges 
here, which have not stopped since 2001,” 
Ayal Chajbi, regional security chief for 
Shaar HaNegev, told the Christian visitors. 
“Throughout the recent conflict, we realized 
where we were missing bomb shelters and 
sirens and other security measures. But we 
also realized what we do have – good people 
who help!” 

Chajbi explained why the top-grade firemen’s 
suits were so needed to fight the daily threat of 
incendiary balloons from Gaza, adding: “This is 
a time to say thanks to those who think of us. We 
pray that we won’t have to use this equipment, 
that it will be stuck in storage. But the reality is 
this will give us protection so our communities 
can continue with their lives.” 

“You should know that Christian friends all 
over the world care about you and are praying 
for you,” responded Nicole Yoder, ICEJ Vice 
President for Aid & Aliyah. “We are worried 
for your safety when we hear about the many 
deliberate fires and other dangers you face here. 
This is our opportunity to show our support 
through our actions, and to encourage you to 
be strong and courageous.” 

Later, the delegation watched as a mobile bomb 
shelter was lowered into place at the entrance 
to a community area in Nativ HaAsara, just 
meters from the Gaza fence, which the IDF 
and Magen David Adom (MDA) use to evacuate 
the wounded in times of crisis along the Gaza 

ICEJ BOLSTERS ISRAELI SECURITY,  
FIRST-RESPONDERS ON GAZA BORDER 

B Y  L A U R I N A  D R I E S S E 

ICEJ AID

Fire-fighting suits were 
distributed along with  
heavy-duty boots.
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ISRAELI CHILDREN NEAR 
GAZA LEARN RESILIENCE 
THROUGH CREATIVITY 
B Y  L A U R I N A  D R I E S S E 

ICEJ AID

ICEJ VP of AID & Aliyah  
Nicole Yoder stands beside  
the dedication plaque at the  
bomb shelter installation.

Installation of a Bell-shaped 
bomb shelter

PLEASE CONTINUE TO GIVE TO THIS ONGOING NEED AT:  icej.org/crisis

Nicole Yoder, ICEJ Vice President for AID and Aliyah, recently 
visited Israeli communities near the Gaza border to offer support 
and see how they are doing since the recent Gaza conflict ended.  

Arriving at the Sadot Negev Resilience Center, Nicole was greeted by the 
center’s manager Esther Marcus, who expressed her overflowing 
gratitude to the Christian Embassy for our ongoing support. 

Esther cannot recall how many times during this latest 
Gaza conflict that the red alert siren sounded at all hours 
day and night, signaling a constant barrage of missiles 
headed their way. 

“You are saving lives! And thank you for saving my life!” 
said Esther, as she recalled having to run to the resilience 
center’s new safe room built last year by the ICEJ. “People ask me 
all the time; do you get used to it? I say, you never get used to someone 
trying to kill you, but you do learn to cope.” 

The Sadot Negev Resilience Center is located within three kilometers of 
the Gaza border. The center was built as a place of refuge and healing 
for traumatized families in the surrounding region, and offers short-
term counselling and coping strategies provided by qualified therapists. 
A hotline kept therapists busy round the clock while under attack, 
however once the ceasefire began the resilience center went into high 
gear offering workshops for children and their parents to help them 
process the ordeal they had just experienced. 

“Each child participates in a workshop together with their parents, 
where they learn different ways and techniques for coping with their 

anxiety”, Esther explained. She added that these workshops are also 
available for educators to enable them to work with the children when 
they return to school. 

The generous response of our Christian supporters worldwide enabled 
the ICEJ to provide funds to the resilience center to assist traumatised 
children participating in the workshops. 
 
“You give us the financial backing and ability to buy tools, toys and 
gifts for children, and they know that it comes from people who are 
giving them a virtual hug”, said Esther. “You have enabled us to now 
help hundreds of families. We are running two workshops every day, 

and thanks to you we have put together a special care package 
for our families.” 

 
The care package contains a book which Esther wrote 
called The Colour Red, which helps children understand 
what actions to take when the red alert sounds. Also 
included is a colouring book, balls for squeezing, bubble 
makers, and other therapeutic and stress-relieving toys 

and games. 

“Thank you from the bottom of my heart. We look forward to 
you coming and seeing that where we live is actually really beautiful”, 
said Esther. “And please God, one day [I pray] that there will be peace.” 

Please know that your generous donations have made it possible for us to 
assist vulnerable and traumatised communities near Gaza by providing 
essential safe rooms and other practical tools to cope with the trauma 
that comes with recurring attacks in the region. This support sends an 
important message to Israelis that they are not alone. This assistance 
helps strengthen those living on the front lines of battle. 

Please continue supporting the AID work of the ICEJ, which impacts 
Israeli communities in urgent need of our help.   

Give today at icej.org/crisis 

border. This shelter is door-less as we are told 
that there simply is no time to even open a door 
to the shelter in this area. With only seconds to 
spare after the red-alert siren, once you enter the 
shelter’s passageway, you are safe. The words 
on the shelter’s dedication plaque “to provide 
protection and comfort for our dear friends” 
will stand firm as testimony that this particular 
shelter was made possible by generous donors 
through ICEJ-Switzerland. 
 
Thank you for supporting the ICEJ in ensuring 
that the vulnerable Israeli communities living 
on the edge of Gaza are protected.   



 ICEJ AID

SECURITY 
BRIEFING FROM  
THE ESHKOL 
REGION 
B Y  L A U R I N A  D R I E S S E

GIVING COMFORT TO JEWISH FAMILIES AFTER TERROR  
B Y  M A X I N E  C A R L I L L E

The sigh of relief in Israel was palpable. Lockdowns, further lockdowns, 
and restrictions! Now it was almost over. A year of challenges left behind. 
Yet suddenly, the sense of freedom was gone. A lockdown of a different 
kind was triggered by repeated barrages of Hamas rockets. For nearly 
two weeks, especially in southern Israel, residents spent days and nights 
in bomb shelters. 

ICEJ Homecare regularly visits 
families in Beersheva and other 
places in southern Israel. Unable 
to visit during the war, phone calls 
assured them that Christians 
around the world were praying 
and standing with them in this 
difficult time, and that we 
would come by at the first 

opportunity. Finally, we could 
resume our visits, taking along bags with 

dolls, games, colouring books and pencils for children.  

The Homecare team visited a single mother with three young children. 
They live in a poor area and her apartment does not have its own 
‘saferoom’. We heard her story, and the fear in her voice.  

interview for the weekly ICEJ Webinar series 
online, he shared about the recent conflict 
with Hamas and the constant threats his 
communities face. 
 
“When 4300 missiles are being shot into Israel 
within 11 days, it’s very hard to function in our 
area”, he said. “In the Eshkol region, there were 
729 sirens in those 11 days and about 30% of 
the missiles which were shot into Israel fell 
into the Eshkol region. But something more 
concerning to us is that 120-millimeter mortars, 
which is a very deadly bomb, fell directly into 
our kibbutzim - almost 80 in all. To hear the 
sirens hourly is one thing, but when the mortars 
are falling in the kibbutzim, that is something 
else – that is actually terrifying!” 
 
Knowing how volatile this region along the  
Gaza border is, the ICEJ has worked closely 
with the Eshkol region to provide equipment 
for security volunteers and first responders, 
‘walkie-talkie’ radio equipment to respond 
quickly to a crisis, fire-fighting trailers, and 
protective clothing for use in extinguishing 
the ongoing arson fires started by incendiary 
balloons released from Gaza into the Israeli 
farming fields, and finally dozens of life-saving 
mobile bomb shelters. 

Expressing his gratitude, Ilan said: “Thank you 
for the bomb shelters... We only have between 
5 to 15 seconds to get into shelters here. Thank 
you for what you give to the rescue and search 
teams of the municipality. Thank you for the 
fire volunteers’ equipment so that we can deal 
with these very extreme situations. With all 
these things, there are no better words than 
‘just saving lives’.”
 
With only an unwritten, unconditional ceasefire in 
place, the situation could erupt again at any time. 
 
“We have to be on alert all the time, strong all 
the time, and have all the equipment ready for 
us as within seconds the mood can go from a 
regular lifestyle to the firing of missiles”, Ilan 
explained. 
 
To ensure these vulnerable Israeli communities 
along the Gaza border are well prepared to 
protect themselves from further rocket 
onslaughts, please help the ICEJ continue to 
provide them with bomb shelters and other 
needed security equipment.  
 

PLEASE GIVE TODAY AT: 
icej.org/crisis  llan Keith Isaacson is security chief for the 

Eshkol Regional Council, which stretches 
across 40 kilometers of the 65-kilometer 

Israeli border with Gaza. During a recent 

“We all slept in the living room and when the siren went off in the middle 
of the night, which happened often, I took the baby of six months on one 
arm, my special needs daughter on the other, while the six-year-old had 
his shoes near the door and we ran down the three floors in a matter 
of seconds”, she explained. “We were trained, and it became our sport 
to do it as fast as possible.” 
 
“In the saferoom, we were with neighbours and the minute my boy 
and another his age arrived in the saferoom, they played as friends, not 
thinking of any danger”, she added.  

Whenever the rockets came, another elderly lady said she relived 
childhood memories of suffering in the Second World War, but she 
was sure the God of Israel would help her.  

We all respond differently in times of crisis. But we can make a difference 
for those who get overwhelmed by assuring them that they are not 
alone, and that others are supporting, giving and praying for them.  

To support the work of the ICEJ Homecare team, 
please give at:  icej.org/homecare 

HOMECARE
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GERMANY DUBLIN PAPUA NEW GUINEA SLOVAKIA

ICEJ RALLIES IN SUPPORT OF ISRAEL
D A V I D  P A R S O N S  A N D  E S T E R  H E I N Z M A N N 

In response to the recent Hamas rocket war against Israel, the ICEJ’s 
national branches and supporters organised and joined numerous 
rallies around the globe to express solidarity with Israel and its right 

of self-defence, as well as to challenge their governments to stand against 
the ensuing global wave of antisemitism. 
 
One of the ICEJ’s largest rallies was held in Stuttgart, where over 1,500 
Christians from across Germany gathered with Jewish leaders to voice 
their support for Israel. ICEJ-Germany national director Gottfried Bühler 
called on the government to take firm action against the “aggressive 
climate change of antisemitism” in Germany, insisting that recent pro-
Israel declarations by national leaders must be followed up by concrete 
steps “to deprive antisemitism in our country of its breeding ground.” 
He also urged the German government to take a number of other 
actions, including to prevent the flow of German taxpayer monies to 
Hamas, distance Germany from the ‘club of antisemites and anti-Israel 
revolutionaries’ at the United Nations, and join the alliance of nations 
confronting Iran and its designs to annihilate Israel. 
 
Other speakers at the Stuttgart rally included Israel’s Consul General 
in Munich, Sandra Simovich, the regional commissioner to fight 
antisemitism, Dr. Michael Blume, and several local Jewish and Christian 
community leaders. The Israeli consul thanked the Christians for 
their “true friendship and commitment,” and described the harrowing 
experience of recent weeks when Jews in Germany were confronted 
with hateful threats. 

One poignant moment came when the crowd listened in silence to 
90-year-old Holocaust survivor Eva Erben speaking from Ashkelon, 

in southern Israel, even while sirens were wailing in the background. 
Erben described the horror of living under constant rocket barrages 
and her concerns that Hamas was abusing the Palestinian population 
as human shields. 
 
Other recent pro-Israel rallies with ICEJ sponsorship or involvement have 
taken place in dozens of other countries, including Denmark, Ireland, 
Liberia, the Netherlands, Mexico, Papua New Guinea and Slovakia. 
 
ICEJ-Mexico convened a solidarity rally in front of the Israeli Embassy 
in Mexico City. Leaders from several large Christian organisations 
attended the demonstration, which featured many banners of support 
for Israel and prayers for the peace of Jerusalem. Israeli Ambassador 
Zvi Tal expressed appreciation for the show of Christian support, and 
noted the insanity of Hamas “firing rockets towards Jerusalem, which 
is a holy city also for Islam.” 
 
ICEJ-Slovakia also organised a rally of 200 Christians and Jews in 
Bratislava, with several politicians and cultural and church personalities 
taking the stage to express support for Israel. 
 
In Dublin, scores of Christians joined the Ambassador of Israel and 
members of the Irish Jewish community in a rally outside parliament 
to challenge what many view as the most hostile government against 
Israel in Europe. 
 
Elsewhere, ICEJ national leaders and staff spoke out for Israel  
in the media and led nationwide prayer efforts for peace in  
the region.   

Photo credits: Germany: Levi Dörflinger, Slovakia: Peter Svec
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BRINGING 
JEWS HOME 
FROM ALL 
DIRECTIONS!
B Y  A N A S T A S I Y A  G O O D I N G

Over the first six months of 2021, Israel 
has welcomed more than 7,000 new 
Jewish immigrants, marking a rise of 

14% in Aliyah compared to the same time period 
last year. And once again the International 
Christian Embassy Jerusalem has played a major 
role in this wave of Aliyah by assisting 20% of 
these olim (newcomers) to reach the Promised 
Land. We are able to do this amazing work 
thanks to the generosity of Christians around 
the world who continually supporting our  
Aliyah efforts. 

So far this year, the Christian Embassy has 
helped more than 1,164  Jews immigrate to 
Israel, including our sponsorship of Aliyah 
flights for 1,164 new arrivals from 17 countries, 
while funding pre-Aliyah programs for  
another 500 newcomers from Central and 
Eastern Europe. 

One of the highlights came in early March, when 
the last Aliyah flight of ‘Operation Rock of Israel’ 
arrived, bringing the final group of some 2,000 
Ethiopian Jewish immigrants involved in this 
emergency airlift first launched last December. 
Through this special airlift, the ICEJ has 
sponsored Aliyah flights for 402 Ethiopian Jews 
in total so far this year, making their dream of 
returning to the Jewish homeland come true. 
 
In April, a special evacuation flight arranged by 
the Jewish Agency For Israel and sponsored by 
the ICEJ brought a group of 102 Jewish 
immigrants from Kazakhstan to Israel. Their 
Aliyah came at a particularly difficult time due 
to corona-related health rules and travel 

restrictions which added complications to 
obtaining visas and permits for flights, so their 
arrival from Alma Ata was a small miracle, 
according to one JAFI official. 
 
Despite the recent Gaza conflict, Israel also 
welcomed a wave of over 500 Jewish immigrants 
from more than twenty countries during an 
unprecedented ‘Aliyah Super Week’ at the end 
of May. The ICEJ was one of the main sponsors 
of this special week-long effort by funding flights 
for 148 of these new immigrants, coming from 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, France, Russia, South 
Africa, Sweden, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Finland, 
Switzerland, Netherlands, United Kingdom, 
and the United States, among other countries. 

Due to the surge in coronavirus cases in India, 
the Israeli cabinet also decided to launch an 
emergency airlift for 548 members of the Bnei 
Menashe community in northeast India. 
Claiming descent from the Israelite tribe of 
Manasseh, they already had been approved to 
immigrate to Israel later this year, but plans 
were quickly put in place to bring half of them 
earlier. An initial group of 160 Bnei Menashe 

BNEI MENASHE OLIM

landed in Israel on May 31st as part of the 
emergency airlift arranged by the Jewish Agency 
and Shavei Israel, with the Christian Embassy 
sponsoring flights for 99 of these olim. Yet 
unfortunately, 115 members of the group were 
held back after several dozen tested positive for 
COVID-19, thereby delaying their homecoming. 
 
It has been a difficult experience as they were 
all so eager to reach Israel after 27 centuries of 
exile from their ancestral homeland. But 
suddenly, they were stopped in transit and placed 
in quarantine in New Delhi, where they have 
remained until Israeli and Indian health 
authorities agree it is safe for them to travel on 
to Tel Aviv. They had no means to pay the costs 
of their housing, food and medical care, and 
thus were totally dependent on the mercy and 
generosity of others. This was a dilemma we 
could not ignore, so the ICEJ covered their 
housing and meals for about one-third of their 
four-week stay in New Delhi.
 
Thankfully, after their complete recovery a group 
of 114 Bnei Menashe finally landed in Israel on 
June 27th. In total, the ICEJ sponsored flights 
for 131 out of the 274 Bnei Menashe who were 
brought to Israel over the past month. The next 
airlift of another 274 Bnei Menashe is expected 
in two months. 
 
Thank you for your support of the ICEJ’s many 
Aliyah efforts, as we are bringing Jews home 
from all directions, just as the Hebrew prophets 
foretold (Isaiah 43:5-6). Together, we can help 
many more Jewish families return to the safety 
and promise of their biblical homeland!  



DONATE TODAY AT:  on.icej.org/aliyah 
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PREPARING THE WAY FOR ALIYAH
B Y  A N A S T A S I Y A  G O O D I N G

Country ICEJ 
Sponsoring

Argentina 5

Belarus 5

Belgium 2

Brazil 8

Chile 1

Ethiopia 402

Finland 4

France 91

India 136

Italy 1

Kazakhstan 103

Netherlands 2

Russia 368

South Africa 10

Sweden 4

Switzerland 4

United 
Kingdom 18

TOTAL 1164

FINLAND

KAZAKHSTAN

Since our founding in 1980, the International Christian Embassy Jerusalem has 
assisted more than 160,000 Jews to make the journey home to Israel. This journey 
of ‘Aliyah’ begins long before a Jewish family boards a plane for Tel Aviv. New 

immigrants to Israel usually go through months and even years of preparation to make 
the move to the Promised Land. And for several decades now the ICEJ has been actively 
assisting thousands of Jewish people with the pre-Aliyah process. This often includes 
sponsoring Aliyah fairs and seminars, such as the recent Aliyah weekends we have 
helped to host in Russia, Belarus, Ukraine and the Baltic States, among other countries. 
 
The Christian Embassy has partnered with the Jewish Agency For Israel in new and 
innovative ways to facilitate the continuing Aliyah from the former Soviet republics, 
according to Howard Flower, the ICEJ’s Director of Aliyah. One initiative is the 
new “Shabbaton” Aliyah seminars. These extended weekend gatherings provide 
comprehensive pre-Aliyah processing to alleviate concerns, answer questions, and 
educate participants using trained counsellors. 
 
Another innovative program introduced just last year is the OFEK 300-hour ulpan and 
job placement program. After being approved for immigration to Israel, participants 
begin an intensive Hebrew language course that features a 300-hour concentrated 
online study program and job search coaching, which also explores the possibility of 
newcomers working remotely from Israel for companies in their country of origin. 
 
Flower says the Christian Embassy expects to assist well over 1,000 Jewish people from 
the former Soviet republics this year in the pre-Aliyah programs, including weekend 
and summer camps, preparation seminars, Hebrew lessons, travel to consular services 
for immigration visas, transport to the airports, and extra baggage on flights. Normally, 
some 35%-to-50% of the people who attend the Aliyah seminars will make the move 
to Israel in a very short period of time. 
 
The most recent ICEJ-sponsored Aliyah weekend took place in Minsk. Among the 63 
participants was the Makarov family. The father, Vadim, was grateful for all his family 
experienced. “Thanks to your passion, active financial participation, and sponsorship 
of various events in the Jewish world, you provide an opportunity for us to meet, 
communicate and learn more about the traditions and history of Israel”, he said. 

So please consider joining with the ICEJ to help sponsor an Aliyah weekend retreat, 
which will help launch Jewish families on their exciting journey to Israel – their 
ancestral homeland.  

RUSSIA

“SHABBATON” ALIYAH SEMINARS 



HAIFA HOME

ICEJ FEATURE

Yudit Setz with Holocaust survivor Yaacov Grossman

HAIFA HOME 
GETS A NEW 

RESIDENT!  
B Y  L A U R I N A  D R I E S S E

It can be extremely traumatic packing up one’s 
home, downscaling dearest possessions, and 
leaving most memories behind. Especially 

when deep down inside one knows this will 
probably be the last move. 

For Holocaust survivor Yaacov Grossman, 
however, his decision to move is a choice which 
he could completely make for himself; unlike 
during the war years when he was forced to 
move from his home in Poland to far-away 
Siberia. 

As a young boy, Yaacov’s family owned a 
clothing factory in Poland. When he was five 
years old, the Germans invaded his hometown 
and threw his family out of their home. Soon the 
men of the city were led out of town and Yaacov, 
along with his father and three brothers, found 
themselves traveling through Eastern Europe to 
the Ukraine. Meanwhile, his mother and sister 
remained behind in Poland, with his mother 
left to run the family business.  

While in Ukraine, the Russians told his father 
that they should register if they wanted to return 
to Poland. Instead of returning, they then found 
themselves taken during the night to Siberia. 
Things were extremely difficult there. They had 
nothing to eat and suffered from hunger, illness 
and the freezing cold weather. Little Yaacov and 
his brothers were left alone during the day as 
their father had to do forced labour.  

Yaacov’s father tried to grow vegetables, but this 
was hardly sufficient to sustain them. Yaacov 

ICEJ President Dr Jürgen Bühler made a special appearance on Israel TV Channel 13 in 
May, joining a panel discussion on “Who Truly Cares for Holocaust Survivors in Israel.” 
He spoke in Hebrew about his background as a German Christian who loves the Jewish 

nation and people, as well as the Christian Embassy’s extensive work with Holocaust survivors. 
Other panelists included Israeli Minister of Intelligence Eli Cohen, our charitable partner 
Shimon Sabag of Yad Ezer L’Haver, and hi-tech pioneer David Perlmutter. The segment was part 
of a five-hour ‘National Conference’ broadcast hosted by News 13, covering Israeli politics and  
culture today.  

ISRAELI TV FEATURES ICEJ WORK WITH 
HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS 

remembers sitting outside in the harsh winter, 
as no-one wanted to let a father with four boys 
into their home. Eventually, a farmer showed 
pity and allowed them to live in his cow shed 
until they were able to acquire one single room, 
which they all cramped into.  

After the war ended, they returned to Poland 
in 1946 only to discover that his mother had 
fallen ill and died during one of the infamous 
death marches.  

Unfortunately, Yaacov was not able to remain 
in Poland, and ended up travelling from place 
to place, eventually ending up in an orphanage 
in Germany. “It is almost impossible to describe 
the nightmare we went through all these years” 
says Yaacov.  

Finally, in 1949 he travelled together with his 
father to Israel. Later in years, Yaacov became a 
shoemaker and acquired a little store, while his 
father was a cook working in a children’s home.   

“I expect good things. I move with joy”,  
Yaacov shared with Yudit Setz, ICEJ Aid’s 
Director for Holocaust Survivor Projects, 

concerning his arrival at the Haifa Home. 

Knowing that a chapter of his life is finishing 
and a new one begins, Yaacov said: “The 
question is only how much time, how many 
years I will still enjoy living here?” 
 
In this next season of his life, Yaacov will be 
comfortable and cared for by the dedicated 
ICEJ team of Christian volunteers serving at 
the Haifa Home, Israel’s only assisted-living 
community dedicated to caring for Holocaust 
survivors in need. In addition, he will be able to 
befriend other survivors residing at the facility 
and enjoy all the social interactions and activities 
provided there. 

Your continued support of the Haifa Home 
ensures that these Holocaust survivors  
will enjoy a good quality of life for their 
remaining years.  

To support our work with needy 
Holocaust survivors in Israel,  

please donate today at:  
on.icej.org/survivors
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In June 2020, the ICEJ launched our first ‘Rosh Chodesh Prayer Call’ 
as Christians from around the globe prayed in hourly timeslots for 12 
hours. With the start of each new Hebrew month, the length of this Rosh 
Chodesh prayer vigil for Israel and the nations has steadily increased, 
with our latest global online prayer chain in June this year expanding to 
120 hours! And we are seeing many fruitful results from it. 

 
DIPLOMATIC FRUIT
In one recent Rosh Chodesh session 
hosted by ICEJ-Netherlands, national 
director Jacob Keegstra was joined 
in prayer by Holland’s Honorary 
Consul for Israel, Arjen Lont, who 
afterwards set up a very productive 
meeting with the Israeli Ambassador 
in The Hague, Mr. Naor Gilon. 

 
Meanwhile, during a Gabon-Central African Republic timeslot, the mayor 
of the city of Bangui, capital of the CAR, thanked ICEJ for connecting 
African nations with Israel through this prayer ministry. He explained 
the need for African countries to normalise diplomatic relations with 
Israel and how Christians can play an important role in this process. 
 
CHURCH OUTREACH
ICEJ-Philippines representative Sally Maddatu also shared that “during 
this time of the pandemic, we are so blessed to be part of the monthly 
Rosh Chodesh Prayer Call since it started last year. We have invited pastors 
from many different churches in this endeavour. It is a way of creating 
awareness about our ministry. Recently, we organised with the Israel 

Chamber of Commerce 
office in the Philippines 
for a group of pastors 
and church workers to 
visit a local synagogue. 
Lee Blumenthal, leader 
of the Jewish community 
in the Philippines, gave  

ROSH CHODESH PRAYER CALL 
BEARING FRUIT AMONG THE NATIONS 

B Y  I C E J  S T A F F

a tour and lecture about the history of his people in our nation.  
Rabbi Eliyahu Azaria also hosted and spoke to the group.” 

RELIEF AND REVIVAL
In addition, ICEJ-Philippines national director Steve Mirpuri shared 
an inspiring testimony which began during one of our weekly Isaiah 
62 Global Prayer Gatherings last November. As we prayed online, a 
powerful typhoon began lashing the main island of Luzon, including 
Manila. It brought destructive winds and massive rainfall, destroying 
homes, and creating terrible flooding with thousands of evacuees and 
much loss of lives and property. Pastor Mirpuri has a church ministry 
to very poor communities which were devastated by the massive storm. 
But as we continued praying for the Philippines in the Global Prayer 
Gatherings each week, as well as in our monthly Rosh Chodesh Prayer 
Calls, by the end of December amazing things happened! 

 
Large amounts of emergency aid and funding 
poured in from other church members, 
friends, partners and unexpected sources. The 
Philippines Bible Society sent Bibles. Relief 
aid, clothes, blankets, medicines, roofing, 
lumber, concrete blocks, and other building 
materials kept on coming as we prayed. For 
two months, the urgent response reached 
many desperate families, who were so touched 

that revival broke out! By the end of December, a total of 3,180 people 
(not counting children) gave their lives to Jesus!  
 
So thank you for praying, and all glory to God!

To participate in the Rosh Chodesh Prayer Call, please visit icej.org/
prayer to see when your country will be praying in the next monthly 
prayer vigil. And join us live at:  on.icej.org/RoshChodesh

And also remember to join us online every Wednesday for the Isaiah 62 
Global Prayer Gathering at: on.icej.org/ICEJGlobalPrayer

Remembering Elena Eremeeva 
Recently, the ICEJ lost one of our most active supporters 
in Elena Eremeeva, a pastor and regional Embassy 
representative from Sakhalin Island, in the Far East of 
Russia. She inspired many believers to love, support and visit 
Israel. She made her first trip to the Feast of Tabernacles in 
2007 and brought hundreds of Feast pilgrims to Jerusalem 

every year afterwards, while also translating for them into Russian and even sign 
language for the deaf. Elena also received a degree in the modern history of Israel 
and travelled and spoke widely in Russia to build support for Israel and ICEJ.  

Remembering Timothy Rai 
The ICEJ also wishes to honour 
Timothy Rai, our long-time national 
director from Nepal. He was 
faithful in his prayers and visits 
to Israel for the Feast and other 
occasions. He also suffered and 
was imprisoned for the Gospel in 
his country, turning many hearts to 
the Lord in the process.  
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CATCH THE FIRE 

OF THE FEAST  

FROM YOUR HOME!

Behold, I will send 
you Elijah the prophet 
before the coming of  

the great and dreadful 
day of  the Lord… 

- Malachi 4:5-6 -

WORSHIP LEADERS (invited)

FEAST SPEAKERS (invited)

Malcolm Hedding, Daniel Yahav, George Anadora, Joel Goldberg, Manasa Kolivuso, RT Kendall, Mosy Madugba 
and many more.

Elihana Eli, Thais Schucman, Dorothy Bedford, Indonesian Worship team, Stuttgart Worship team, and many more. 

On Wednesday, October 7th we joined the 
Online Feast with some people from our 
Isaiah 62 prayer group. We loved the mixture 
of worship, special guests, and teachings and 
the helpful German translation. Through the 
live streaming we had seats “in the front row” 
during the Feast and enjoyed the panorama of 
the city which we love so much. 

Annette and Ulrich Freischlad, Isaiah 62 Prayer Group in 
Krefeld (Germany) 

Congratulations and many thanks for the 
festive, spectacular, and informative online 
Feast! Certainly, I will watch some more 
seminars. God’s love for the people of Israel 
and the fulfillment of his promises through 
the worldwide ministry of ICEJ is impressive. 
Thank you for the many testimonies of the 
miracles God did in the 40 years of ICEJ history! 
Israel is a light and a blessing for the nations.  

Elisabeth Rust, Freistadt (Austria) 

The three of us were keenly watching, 
sometimes together with our Israel small group. 
Thank you for the wonderful program! The 
Messianic worship was refreshing. We enjoyed 
particularly the song “Dai Li /Enough”, from 
Shilo Ben Hod. The Sukkah in front of the 
beautiful backdrop of Jerusalem was gorgeous 
and we loved the guests like Rabbi Bowman 
and Yehuda Glick, the talks, and biblical inputs.  

Anette, Siegfried and Angi Walch (Germany) 

FEAST TESTIMONIES
FROM LAST YEAR’S ONLINE FEAST



To find out more about registering 
for our online Global Feast 2021  

go to: on.icej.org/FOT2021FEAST TOUR GROUPS
Check with your local ICEJ national office if a  
Feast tour group will be coming from your country. 
*  Feast tours will be subject to Israeli health rules.  

Currently, you can only enter Israel as part of a  
tour group from certain Israeli-approved countries.

Scan me!

THREE OPTIONS FOR ONLINE FEAST

JOIN THE BIGGEST FEAST EVER AND FEEL LIKE  
YOU ARE RIGHT HERE WITH US IN JERUSALEM!
The Online Feast will be available on our exclusive streaming platform and will  
include live streaming of all Feast events, plus over 80 seminar teachings and  
other unique online content viewable on demand. 

SEMINAR TRACKS:
Feast Theme of ‘Days of Elijah’
Feast of Tabernacles & Biblical Holidays
Currents Affairs in Israel & Region
Local Believers in Israel
Isaiah 19 Highway
Next Generation
Global Prayer & Praise Reports
Virtual Tours to Key Bible Sites

FEAST HIGHLIGHTS:
Israeli and Global Speakers
Israeli and Global Worship Leaders
Roll Call of Nations
Jerusalem March
24/7 Prayer Watch
Interactive Streaming Platform
Live Chats/Share Photos
Plus much more

BASIC PACKAGE  
US$ 5000

•   Full Feast registration  
includes 90 days  
access to VOD  
content 

•   Digital certificate  
of participation 

ELIJAH PACKAGE  
US$ 9999

•   Nine months access  
to VOD content 

•   Digital certificate  
of participation 

•   ICEJ official pin and 2022  
Israel Calendar shipped to you 

FIRST-FRUITS PACKAGE  
US$ 14999

•   Nine months access to VOD content 

•   Digital certificate of participation 

•   ICEJ official pin and 2022 Israel 
Calendar shipped to you

•   Plus a US$50.00 donation to the Feast 
First Fruit Offerings

ASCEND TO JERUSALEM FOR OUR MOST  
EXCITING ONLINE FEAST EVER!

THE ONLINE FEAST 2021 COMES TO YOU FROM  
EXCITING NEW LOCATIONS ACROSS ISRAEL!

   Desert Celebration at  
Qumran/Dead Sea

   Roll Call of the Nations at  
Southern Steps in Jerusalem

  Jerusalem March

   Special Prayer Service at  
the Western Wall

  Communion at the Garden Tomb

  Worship Concert at the Sea of Galilee

  Grand Finale on Mount Carmel



FEAST OF TABERNACLES 2020
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ICEJ PRESENTS  
CYRUS AWARD TO  

PRESIDENT OF HONDURAS

ICEJ PRESIDENT 
ADDRESSES ANNUAL 
JERUSALEM PRAYER 
BREAKFAST 

In June, the International Christian Embassy Jerusalem presented its prestigious Cyrus Award 
to the President of Honduras, Juan Orlando Hernandez, for his decision to move the nation’s 
Embassy to Jerusalem. President Hernandez was visiting Israel to officially open the new 

Honduran Embassy in Jerusalem. The Republic of Honduras has now joined the United States, 
Guatemala and Kosovo in recognising Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and moving their embassies 
to the city. The people of Honduras are so supportive of this decision that June 24th will now 
be celebrated as a national holiday in the country. The ICEJ initiated the Cyrus Award following 
the historic declaration of U.S. President Donald Trump in December 2017 to grant de jure 
recognition to Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and to move the American Embassy to the holy city. 
The Award is named after Cyrus the Great, the founding monarch of the Persian Empire who is 
remembered for his tolerant attitude and actions towards religious and ethnic minorities, and 
his decree to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem. The Cyrus Award itself is a gold replica of the 
ancient Cyrus Cylinder, one of the greatest artifacts on antiquity which is now on display at the 
British Museum in London.  

In early June, an ICEJ leadership delegation 
took part in the annual Jerusalem Prayer 
Breakfast, held in the capital city under 

the auspices of the President of Israel. This 
year’s event consisted of a three-day in-
person gathering in Jerusalem, joined by a 
global audience attending online through a 
special streaming platform. ICEJ President 
Dr. Jürgen Bühler was a featured speaker in 
both the opening Knesset Reception, hosted 
by Yamina MK Matan Kahana, and the official 
Prayer Breakfast the next morning. Other 
noted speakers included Israel’s President-
elect Isaac Herzog, outgoing Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, Knesset Speaker Yair 
Levin, former US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo, former MK and JPB co-founder Robert 
Ilatov, former MK Rabbi Yehuda Glick, former 
US Congresswoman Michelle Bachman, and 
JPB host and co-founder Albert Veksler. The 
event took place just as Israel’s parliament was 
poised to approve a new government, and all 
the Christian attendees in Jerusalem affirmed 
their abiding support for the nation of Israel 
regardless of who is elected as leader.  

ICEJ President Dr. Jürgen Bühler 
was a featured speaker at the 
Jerusalem Prayer Breakfast



Encounter Israel Airs every Monday - Friday  
at 6:15 a.m. and 12:45 p.m. in each region

NEW EPISODES 
now airing on 

GOD TV
Encounter Israel, brought to you by the  International  

Christian Embassy Jerusalem, features  enriching biblical 
teachings, compelling personal stories and exciting  

events all from the Land of Israel!

Visit GOD.TV/VOD/ENCOUNTERISRAEL to watch  
“Encounter Israel” episodes on demand!

an icej original program

+Follow ICEJ 
@icejofficial
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The International Christian Embassy Jerusalem has been a member of 
the Jerusalem Chamber of Commerce for many years now through the 
able representation of our official Israeli liaison, Mr. Avi Golan. But 

at its most recent meeting in June, the Jerusalem Chamber of Commerce 
also invited ICEJ President Dr. Jürgen Bühler to become a member of the 
Presidium – its chief decision-making body. The Chamber is very interested 
in working through the ICEJ to reach out to the Christian world on behalf 
of the city of Jerusalem and its thriving business community.  

DR. BÜHLER ELECTED TO  
JERUSALEM CHAMBER  
OF COMMERCE  



EMBASSY RESOURCES  //  WWW.ICEJSTORE.COM

ISRAEL SET*  
1.  Pack of 20 (33/33) Paper Napkins - Happy Independence 
2.  Package of 24 flags for an Israeli flag cupcake 
3.  Package of 6 Israeli flags (15/10 cm x 30 cm) (paper) 
4.  Israel flag (90x150 cm)
5.  Whose land? Booklet
6.  Magnet 
7.  Plastic stirrer with Israeli flag

INFORMATIVE ICEJ  
EDUCATIONAL SET*  
COVERING JERUSALEM, ISRAEL AND THE CHURCH
1.  ICEJ’s 40th Anniversary Journal
2.  Foundational Teaching 5-book series by Malcolm Hedding
3. Whose Land? 
4. Times of Restoration
5. Jerusalem - A Praise in the Earth

BIBLICAL HOLIDAYS 
NAPKIN SET* • Pack of 20 (33/33) Paper Napkins

1.  Shavuot (Feast of Weeks - Wheat)
2.  Rosh HaShana (Happy New Year - Pomegranates)
3.  Sukkot (The Four Species - Gold) 

*See full item descriptions at icejstore.com

SET FROM JERUSALEM*
1. Jerusalem – A Praise in the Earth
2. A Jerusalem flag measuring 90cm x 150cm
3. A 16 x 16cm hardcover notebook
4.  The New Jerusalem – Premium Anointing oil 

Pomegranate

49 USD

79 USD

10 USD

59 USD

FREE SHIPPING

FREE SHIPPING FREE SHIPPING
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VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE AND RECEIVE A 10% DISCOUNT ON ALL PURCHASES!
Go to:  ICEJSTORE.COM and use the discount code: WFJ2021ICEJ – The special 10% 
discount for your purchases at Embassy Resources is valid throughout 2021

EMBASSY RESOURCES  //  WWW.ICEJSTORE.COM

JERUSALEM 
COMPASS
The Jerusalem Compass was 
developed in Jerusalem and 
is patented in the US. Instead 
of pointing north, it points only 
in the direction of Jerusalem 
from any point on the 
globe. Fashioned from pure 
solid brass, the lid is deeply 

embossed in the center with a Jewish Star of David 
and the words "Jerusalem" in Hebrew and English. The 
outer edges are encircled with a delicate floral design 
of Pomegranates found on many ancient carvings in 
Jerusalem around the first temple period.

43 USD

ICEJ CALENDAR: ISRAEL FROM 
DAN TO BEERSHEVA 2022

From flowing rivers and 
snow-capped mountain 
tops to arid desert and 
the lowest place on 
earth, the ICEJ’s 2022 
calendar takes you 
on a tour from Dan to 
Beersheva featuring 
12 beautiful images to 
make you want to visit 
Israel! The calendar 
includes: Inspirational 
scriptures; Jewish and 
Christian holidays; Torah 

portions; Haftarah; ICEJ Isaiah 62 Global Prayer dates 
and ICEJ special events in Jerusalem, as well as space to 
write your own events. Be sure to get yours today! 

NEW

ISRAEL RISING, 70 YEARS CELEBRATION 1948-2018 
BOOK BY DOUG HERSHEY 
Whether by helicopter or on foot, on their own or with the aid of locals, author Doug 
Hershey and photographer Elise Monique Theriault negotiate the terrain to access 
the vantage points required to match the original photos, from the rooftop of 
Israel’s National Museum of Science, Technology and Space in Haifa, to Jaffa Port’s 
breakwater, and much more. Their quest creates a collection that will inspire and 
captivate as it illuminates Israel’s foretold awakening in a new and unforgettable way.

ISRAEL RISING, 
70 YEARS 
CELEBRATION 
1948-2018
MUSIC CD
(Various Artists)

INTRODUCING the Israel Rising 70th Anniversary 
Commemorative CD! This CD has 14 powerful songs 
filled with a Heart for Israel. The listener will be taken 
on a musical and pictorial journey, blending Hebrew 
and English vocals with ancient and modern music, 
celebrating Israel’s 70th Anniversary in song! 

43 USD

15 USD

OUR FATHER ABRAHAM BOOK
BY MARVIN R. WILSON

Although the roots of Christianity 
run deep into Hebrew soil, 
many Christians are regrettably 
uninformed about the rich Hebrew 
heritage of the church. This volume 
delineates the link between 
Judaism and Christianity, between 
the Old and the New Testament, 
and calls Christians to re-examine 
their Hebrew roots so as to effect a 
more authentically biblical lifestyle.

42 USD

15 USD

12 USD

PLUSH 
SITTING 
BEAR 
SOUVENIRS 

Available in IDF/Israeli.

Height: 8 1/2 inches | 22 cm

ICEJ SHOMER  
PENDANT,  
24K GOLD PLATED
This unique pendant is designed with a 
replica of the ‘Zion Mule Corps' symbol on the 
front and the ICEJ logo encircled by Isaiah 
62:6a in Hebrew on the back. This reminds us 
to be a ‘shomer’ or watchman for Jerusalem

30 USD



JOIN THE ICEJ FOR A SPECIAL 

SUKKOT JOURNEY 
T H R O U G H  T H E  L A N D  O F  I S R A E L

REGISTER FOR A  
FEAST TOUR GROUP 
Check with your local ICEJ national  
office if a Feast tour group will be  
coming from your country. 
For details, visit our Feast registration site

Celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles like never 
before as we host seven days of exciting 
Sukkot events in Jerusalem and across Israel, 
from Mount Zion to Mount Carmel.

REGISTER TODAY for the online Feast 
streamed live from Israel. Last year’s virtual 
Feast was a huge success, and this year 
promises to be even better with many 
inspiring new locations!

SEVEN 
INCREDIBLE 
DAYS OF FEAST 
CELEBRATIONS 
IN ISRAEL

20-26 
SEPTEMBER 

2021

REGISTER FOR  
VIRTUAL FEAST ONLINE 
Enjoy the Feast online from your  
home, with the option of watching 
content for either 90 days or 9 months! 
Three packages to choose from, starting at $50

CATCH THE FIRE 

OF THE FEAST  

FROM YOUR HOME!

ASCEND TO JERUSALEM FOR OUR MOST EXCITING ONLINE FEAST EVER!

LEARN MORE at:  on.icej.org/FOT2021Scan me!


