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Dear friends, 

Since you received our last magazine, the world has dramatically changed. 
Even many intelligence agencies were surprised when we all awoke on 
February 24 to find Russia in a full-scale war with Ukraine. As I write these 
lines, there seems to be no sign that the war will end anytime soon. We also 
find that political fault lines which had seemingly disappeared are reverting 
back to the Cold War era. In addition, this war came upon us right when 
much of the world was returning to normal as the corona health crisis waned. 
No doubt, we are in a season which reminds us of the warning of Habakkuk, 
quoted as well in the New Testament: “But now He has promised, ‘Yet once 
more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens” […] in order that 
the things that cannot be shaken may remain.’” (Hebrews 12:26-27) 

Most of us were shaken to some degree by events over these past two years, 
whether by COVID-19, questions surrounding vaccinations, economic 
challenges, or now by the war in Ukraine. But we need to be aware that God 
is behind all the shakings and we must renew our focus on that which cannot 
be shaken – the Kingdom of God. Amid all these troubles, God promises 
us that He is our Rock, our Fortress and our Deliverer (Psalm 18:2). He 
promises to be a strong deliverer in our times of need. This is true not only 
for the victims of the war in Ukraine and Russia, but also for you and me 
who are burdened with our very own unique challenges.   

In the midst of the Ukraine crisis, the Lord is opening new doors for us 
to bless Israel as never before. A special rescue team we are sponsoring 
is bravely extracting dozens of Holocaust survivors from the war zone in 
Ukraine, and many of them are making their way home to Israel. Our AID 
teams also are caring for Jewish war refugees from Ukraine as they flee into 
Poland and other neighboring countries, and then once they arrive as new 
immigrants in Israel. 

In this magazine, you also can read an excellent interview by David Parsons 
with one of the Israel’s top security experts, IDF (res) Brig. Gen. Amir Avivi, 
on how the Ukrainian crisis is impacting Israel. 

In addition, you will see that the ICEJ has remained very active in so many 
other areas of our ministry, both here in Israel and worldwide, thanks to your 
amazing and generous support.  

Finally, I want to invite you to join us for this year’s Feast of Tabernacles 
in October. You might think that this year is not the right year to come. 
But I believe the opposite is true. In the lead article, you will read about the 
promised blessings of the Feast and hopefully you will be encouraged not to 
miss out on it. 

I hope to welcome you personally at the 
Feast this fall. Until then I remain, 

 Yours in Christ, 

Dr. Jürgen Bühler
President
International Christian Embassy Jerusalem

COVER PHOTO:  ICEJ-sponsored rescue team 
evacuating a Holocaust 
survivor in Ukraine
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The International Christian Embassy Jerusalem was established in 1980 
in recognition of the biblical significance of Jerusalem and its unique 
connection to the Jewish people. Today the ICEJ represents millions of 
Christians, churches and denominations to the nation and people of Israel. 
We recognise in the restoration of Israel the faithfulness of God to keep His 
ancient covenant with the Jewish people. Our main objectives are:

 *  To stand with Israel in support and friendship;
 *   To equip and teach the worldwide Church  

regarding God’s purposes with Israel and  
the nations of the Middle East;

 *   To be an active voice of reconciliation between  
Jews, Christians and Arabs and to support the  
churches and congregations in the Holy Land.

From its head offices in Jerusalem, the ICEJ reaches out to more than 170 
countries, with branch offices in over 90 nations.

Our vision is:
 *   To reach every segment of Israeli society with a Christian  

testimony of comfort and love, and
 *   To reach and actively represent to Israel the support  

of denominations, churches and believers from every  
nation on earth. 

The Christian Embassy is a non-denominational faith-based ministry 
supported by the voluntary contributions of our members and friends 
across the globe. We invite you to join with us as we minister to Israel 
and the Jewish people worldwide by donating to the ongoing work and 
witness of the ICEJ.
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TEACHING

'ALL THREE FEASTS HAVE THEIR 

FULFILMENT IN THE PERSON 

OF JESUS CHRIST.'

A  Feast OF 
UNPRECEDENTED UNITY

B Y  D R .  J Ü R G E N  B Ü H L E R ,  I C E J  P R E S I D E N T

the Christian holiday calendar – in no small part 
due to the Feast of Tabernacles sponsored for 
over 40 years now by the International Christian 
Embassy Jerusalem. 

THE MESSAGE OF THE FEASTS 
As with the other pilgrimage feasts, there are 
two main concepts undergirding the Feast 
of Tabernacles. First, all three festivals are 
tied to special periods in Israel’s agricultural 
calendar. Pesach celebrates the feast of “first 
fruits” (Leviticus 23:10ff), Pentecost marks the 
wheat and barley harvests, and Succot celebrates 
not only the final harvest season for grapes, 
pomegranates and olives – the most precious 
of the harvests – but it also rejoices in God’s 
faithfulness and provision throughout the 
entire year. 
 
Secondly, each feast commemorates a specific 
period in Israel’s history. Pesach remembers 

Three times a year, the Lord commanded 
His people to ascend to Jerusalem for the 
three main pilgrimage festivals of Pesach, 

Shavuot and Succot. The Bible refers to them as 
the “Feasts of the Lord,” meaning they were 
divinely instructed holidays which God expected 
His people to keep (Leviticus 23:1ff). According 
to Scripture, each one is a mo’ed, or “appointed 
time.” In a way, they can be understood as 
entries on a heavenly calendar when God decides 
to meet with His people in a special way. But 
of these three festivals, the Feast of Tabernacles 
(or Succot) was considered the greatest.  

Over the centuries, Christians have celebrated 
the first two feasts during Easter and Pentecost. 
But the third feast of Succot has not been 
celebrated throughout most of Church history, 
and it was even declared ‘heretical’ at one point 
by the Catholic church. Only during recent 
decades has Succot increasingly become part of 

the deliverance from bondage in Egypt. On 
Shavout, Israel recounts how God came down 
with fire on Mount Sinai and delivered the Ten 
Commandments. And during Succot, the people 
of Israel recall their 40 years of wandering in the 
Wilderness, living in rickety booths and yet they 
experienced the supernatural provision of God.  

All three feasts have their fulfilment in the 
person of Jesus Christ. Easter honors Jesus as 
our spotless Passover Lamb, who rose from 
the grave as the ‘first fruit’ from the dead  
(1 Corinthians 15:20). Then on Pentecost, the 
Spirit of God came in fire upon the disciples 
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AS WE EXPERIENCE 
OUR FRAILTY AND FEEL 

'HARD-PRESSED ON EVERY 
SIDE… AND PERPLEXED,'  
WE SHOULD NOT DESPAIR

- 2 Corinthians 4:8 -

TEACHING

of Jesus and wrote His laws on their hearts – 
an initial harvest of 3000 souls who came into 
God’s kingdom, just as countless more have 
done since. 
 
Lastly, Succot celebrates the final and most 
precious harvest of the 
year, and no doubt we are 
experiencing today the 
largest harvest of souls 
in Church history. In 
every nation, the Gospel 
of the Kingdom is being 
preached and great 
efforts are underway to 
reach the last tribes and 
tongues with the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. 
 
A further fulfilment, however, centers around 
the main characteristic of Succot – the Tabernacle. 
 
THE BOOTHS 
The chief symbol of Succot for most people is 
the building of a booth or tabernacle (succah 
in Hebrew), as commanded by God: “You 
shall dwell in booths for seven days. All who 
are native Israelites shall dwell in booths.”  
(Leviticus 23:42)  

Every year, it is always fascinating to see Jewish 
families all over Israel build succahs on their 
porches or in their gardens. For an entire week, 
God commands His people to dwell in these 
frail tabernacles – to relive the Wilderness 
experience. These small huts have flimsy walls 
and a roof barely covered with branches. The 
rabbis say you need to be able to see the stars 
at night through the ceiling. In this make-shift 
tent, the whole family is supposed to eat their 
meals, study and even sleep. 

Recapturing the desert experience serves to 
remind everyone that we still live in a fragile 
world and, despite our prosperity, we are 
still dependent on God to sustain us. Paul 
refers to this enduring truth that we live in  
earthly booths:  

“For we know that if our 
earthly house, this tent, 
is destroyed, we have a 
building from God, a 
house not made with 
hands, eternal in the 
heavens. For in this we 
groan, earnestly desiring 
to be clothed with our 
habitation which is from 

heaven…”(2 Corinthians 5:1-2). 

These past two years of a global pandemic and 
now a brutal war in Ukraine have reminded 
all of us just how fragile life can be. Even 
Christians are shaken by these events and often 
wonder where is God? But Paul says that as we 
experience our frailty and feel “hard-pressed 
on every side… and perplexed,” we should not 
despair (2 Corinthians 4:8); this is the ordinary 
life of a believer in Christ, and it should not 
crush us but rather bring us closer to Him. 

Only when Christ returns will we receive our 
full redemption in a new resurrected body, but 
until then we are still groaning (2 Corinthians 
5:2), waiting like Abraham for the city whose 
builder and architect is God (Hebrews 11:10). 
 
THE FOUR SPECIES  
The word of God combines the command to 
build a succah with another divine charge: 
“And you shall take for yourselves on the first 
day the fruit of beautiful trees, branches of 

palm trees, the boughs of 
leafy trees, and willows of 
the brook; and you shall 
rejoice before the Lord 
your God for seven days.” 
(Leviticus 23:40)  

Israel was to take these 
four species from 
trees common in the 
Mediterranean area. The 
branches of the palm tree, 
willow and the leafy tree 
together make up what is 
called the lulav. They add 

to it the fruit of a “splendid tree” (etz hadar in 
Hebrew). Since the time of the Maccabees, this 
is taken to mean a citrus fruit called 
the etrog. When Jews purchase an 
etrog, they always carefully examine 
it for any possible flaws and a perfect 
etrog can sell at a high price. These 
four species are today used in their daily 
prayers during Succot and are waved in 
the directions of the four 
corners of the earth, 
recognizing God’s 
kingship over 
all the world. 

According to the rabbis, the four species 
represent the many character types within the 
people of Israel, as well as the fullness of the 
Wilderness experience. The palms trees are 
the wanderings through the valleys and plains, 
the leafy trees are the bushes on the mountain 
heights, the willows represent the brooks of 
water provided by God, and the splendid trees 
are the hope for the fruits of the Land of Promise. 
Therefore, these species represent the entire 
people with all their different characteristics 
and experiences.  
 
According to a Sadducee tradition dating 
back to Second Temple times, these branches 
also were to be used to build the succah. The 
Book of Nehemiah refers to these species in  
that context: 
 
“… and that they should proclaim it and publish 
it in all their towns and in Jerusalem, ‘Go out 
to the hills and bring branches of olive, wild 
olive, myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees to make 
booths, as it is written.’” (Nehemiah 8:15, ESV)  

For Nehemiah, the species were the building 
materials for the booths. But the main 
difference in the list of species is his mention 
of olive trees instead of the ‘etz hadar.’ The 
Jewish Encyclopedia explains that citrus trees 
like the etrog originally came from India and 
were introduced into Israel only upon the 
return from the Babylonian exile. Could it be 
that the ‘splendid tree’ in ancient times was 
understood to be the olive tree? We do not 
know for certain, but passages like Zechariah 
4 speak about the splendor of the ‘golden oil’ 
flowing from two olive trees. And Nehemiah 
called the people to bring cultivated and wild 
olive branches in order “to make booths, as it  
is written.” A Succah in the desert
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'BEHOLD, HOW GOOD AND HOW 
PLEASANT IT IS FOR BRETHREN TO 

DWELL TOGETHER IN UNITY!'
- Psalm 133:1 -

 PAUL SAW THE WILD BRANCHES 

BEING GRAFTED INTO THE NOBLE 

OLIVE TREE AND THE TWO UNITED 

THROUGH FAITH IN A JEWISH 

MESSIAH, YESHUA.
WILD AND NOBLE OLIVES 
It is also fascinating to note that this passage 
in Nehemiah is the only other verse in the 
entire Bible besides Romans 11 where we find 
the wild and natural (or cultivated) olive tree 
mentioned together. The English Standard 
Version translates it as the “wild and the noble” 
olive in line with some main commentaries. 
For Paul in Roman 11, these two branches 
represented the household of God, consisting 
of both Jews (the natural or noble olive tree) 
and Gentiles (wild olive branches). Paul saw the 
wild branches being grafted into the noble tree 
and the two united through faith in a Jewish 
Messiah, Yeshua. Both are partakers of the 
nourishing sap which flows within the noble 
tree (‘etz hadar’) of Israel. In Romans 9:1-5, Paul 
explains this includes “the adoption, the glory, 
the covenants, the giving of the law, the service 
of God, and the promises; of whom are the 
fathers and from whom, according to the flesh, 
Christ came.” Paul, therefore, instructs the 
Gentile Church to be grateful towards the Jews 
and to bless them in return with our material 
gifts (Romans 15:27). 

Already in the times of Nehemiah, when God 
restored Jerusalem and the Temple, these two 
branches – the wild and noble olive trees – 
appear to cast a prophetic shadow onto our day. 
As in the days of Nehemiah, we see Jerusalem 
restored and a global temple of God being built 
of “living stones,” believers from every tribe and 
nation, being fit together as a spiritual house 
(1 Peter 2:5). Paul saw this reality of Jews and 
Gentiles together in one body as a “mystery” 
hidden from ages past but now revealed through 
the holy apostles and prophets (Ephesians 
3:5-10). This “one new man” (Ephesians 2:15), 
united by the atoning blood of Jesus Christ, is 
formed into “a dwelling place of God in the 
Spirit.” (Ephesians 2:22) 

The prophet Zechariah saw in a vision two 
olive trees extending their branches and their 
oil to a golden lampstand. “Not by might, not 
by power but by My Spirit” declared the Lord 
to the prophet. And then Zechariah saw in 

this vision how God was placing the capstone, 
the completion stone, upon the Temple with 
shouts of “Grace, grace to it.” (Zechariah 4:1-7) 
 
In Solomon’s time, the Temple was completed 
during the Feast of Tabernacles (1 Kings 8:1ff).   

Thus, it is not surprising that Zechariah also 
sees the Gentiles coming to Jerusalem to join 
Israel in celebrating the Feast of Tabernacles 
(Zechariah 14:16).  

I believe there is a great prophetic purpose in 
why God has restored the Feast of Tabernacles 
to the Church. We are living in the time when 
God is placing the capstone to His Temple. God 
is preparing His Bride of both natural and wild 
olive branches, and this will be accomplished 
by renewed outpourings of the Holy Spirit and 
great dispensations of grace upon His people. 

‘HOSHANA RABA’ 
There is one more lesson we can learn from 
the four species: In the Temple in Jerusalem, 
the priests circled the altar every day waving the 
species in their hands praying and proclaiming 
from the Psalms: “Save us, we pray, O Lord! O 
Lord, we pray, give us success!” (Psalm 118:25) 

On the last day of Succot, the Hoshana Raba 
(hoshana means “please save us”), the priests 
would circle the altar not just once but seven 
times. The prayer was a prayer for blessing, for 
rain, and for God’s overflowing provision. The 

reenactment of the battle of Jericho was the 
pleading for a breakthrough for their personal 
lives, their families, and their nation. 
 
Over the past forty years, we have witnessed 
exactly that! We have heard testimony after 
testimony of answered prayers for personal 
breakthroughs and exceptional blessings 
offered during our Feast of Tabernacles. Feast 
pilgrims were called into ministry, had financial 
breakthroughs, and were healed from diseases. 

Church revivals were kindled in various 
countries, parliamentarians were called into 
public service, barren women were able to have 
children – these are just some of the testimonies 
we heard from people attending the Feast.  
 
One of the pilgrimage psalms sung at Succot 
proclaims: “Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity!” (Psalm 133:1) This, the Psalmist adds, 
releases God’s anointing and “there the Lord 
commanded the blessing – life forevermore.” 
 
So many times we have seen when the one Body 
of Messiah comes together and pleads, “Lord 
save us,” that God answers in surprising ways 
and confirms that Succot is indeed a mo’ed, an 
appointed time to meet with the King of Kings 
when nothing is impossible with Him! 

In many ways, the Feast of Tabernacles has 
become a global succah for Jews and Gentiles, 
and the special unity we have in Yeshua becomes 
a catalyst for God to send a breakthrough. I pray 
that you can join us this year and experience 
the Feast outpouring for yourself !  

Pilgrims from the nations at the 
Jerusalem March during Succot.
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Join us IN ISRAEL FOR FEAST 2022! 
With great joy and anticipation, the International Christian Embassy Jerusalem is pleased to announce that we will be 
hosting our first public, physical celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles here in Jerusalem since 2019. 
 
This year’s Feast gathering will be held from 9–16 October 2022 under the theme “The Land of Promise.” Make sure to join us 
for this wonderful time of worship, proclamation of the Word, and prayer, as we join with believers from around the world to 
keep the biblical festival of Succot (Zechariah 14:16). 

The Feast Journey 
Feast 2022 will begin with two exciting 
days in the Galilee, including glorious 
worship services each evening along 
the beautiful shores of the Sea of Galilee. 
Then we move up to Jerusalem for five days 
of Feast events, starting with the traditional 
Parade of Nations in the Pais Arena. There 
will be seminars, special prayer gatherings, 
Communion at the Garden Tomb, and the 
ever-popular Jerusalem March, plus plenty 
of time for touring biblical sites. The Feast 
will conclude with a special tree-planting 
ceremony and solidarity rally in the 
Negev with JNF and the resilient Israeli 
communities along the Gaza border. 

Speakers 
This year we will have an 

excellent line-up of inspiring 
local and international 

ministers and experts who will 
bring you biblical and prophetic 

insights into Israel and current 
updates on this ever-

changing region. 

Worship 
Enter into the presence of God 
during this amazing time of praise 
and worship in Israel. This year’s Feast 
will feature local and international 
worship leaders taking us into 
refreshing times of worship to Jesus. 

‘LAND OF PROMISE’ 
Over the eight days of the Feast, we will be exploring the incredible Land which God promised to Abraham for the purpose 
of world redemption, and where so many other divine promises are being fulfilled before our eyes through Israel’s restoration 
to her ancient homeland. 

To Register or for more details 
about the Feast options, 
please go to:  feast.icej.org 

Registration 
The Feast of Tabernacles 2022 is being planned as both an in-person and an online event.  
The various options for taking part in this year’s Feast include: 

ATTEND FEAST IN-PERSON 
‘Land of Promise’ Full Feast Package / 8 Days of Feast Events / US$ 599 
Galilee-Jerusalem Package / 5 Days of Feast Events / US$ 499 
Jerusalem-Negev Package / 6 Days of Feast Events / US$ 350
(Includes access to online Feast through January 2023).
 
JOIN FEAST TOUR 
Nine days of Feast events and touring the Land of Israel;  

•   3 -Star tour package, starting at US$ 1,999  
(double occupancy; single supplement available) 

•   4-Star tour package, starting at US$ 2,319  
(double occupancy; single supplement available)  
Includes hotels, breakfasts & dinners, buses & guides,  
Feast registration fees, but not airfares 

(Visit feast.icej.org for details on tour package options;  
includes access to online Feast through January 2023). 

WATCH FEAST ONLINE 

Basic Online Package – US$ 50.00 
Access through January 2023 

‘Promised Land’ Online Package – US$ 109.99 
Feast T-shirt & Online Access through July 2023 

First-Fruit Online Package – US$ 159.99 
Includes US$ 50 Feast offering, Feast T-shirt & 
Online Access through July 2023 



CURRENT AFFAIRS

Israeli officials have taken part in some 
remarkable meetings with regional Arab 
leaders over recent years due to the diplomatic 

breakthrough of the Abraham Accords. But the 
‘Negev Summit’ in late March was uniquely 
historic and significant for several reasons. 
 
THE PLACE 
For starters, the location of the gathering in Sde 
Boker was laden with symbolism. This is the 
small, isolated kibbutz in the southern Negev 
desert where legendary Zionist figure David 
Ben-Gurion retired late in life to promote his 
vision that developing the Negev was the future 
of Israel. The founding premier of modern 
Israel knew that Arab hostility towards the new 
Jewish state was too strong at the time, so he 
pursued a strategy of forging alliances with 
‘periphery’ nations, such as Turkey and Iran. 
But he also hoped that Israeli innovation could 
reclaim the barren Negev in a way which would 
eventually draw the Arab nations to their side. 
The Negev Summit was a realization of that 
vision, which was originally inspired by the 
biblical promise that the desert would one day 
“blossom as the rose.” (Isaiah 35:1) 
 
The place of the summit also was significant in 
that the Negev today is still a frontier land, where 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NEGEV SUMMIT 
B Y  D A V I D  P A R S O N S ,  I C E J  V I C E  P R E S I D E N T  &  S E N I O R  S P O K E S M A N

local Bedouin tribes are challenging Israeli 
authorities for control of the region. There have 
been tensions and clashes with police in recent 
years, as many Bedouin gangs are engaged in 
drug trafficking, stealing Jewish livestock, and 
other criminal activities. So, for Arab leaders 
to attend a high-profile summit in the Negev 
was an important signal to those seeking to 
undermine Israel’s authority in this region. 
 
THE PARTICIPANTS 
The Negev Summit also was significant for 
those who took part in it. This included the 
foreign ministers of Bahrain, Egypt, Morocco 
and the United Arab Emirates. Bahrain and 
the UAE are rich Arab oil states who were 
original signatories to the Abraham Accords 
with Israel. They are forward-looking and aspire 
to be a hub of the emerging global economy, 
which they understand is driven in part by  
Israeli technology. 
 
Meanwhile, Morocco is more traditionalist but 
sees great benefits in expanding its ties with 
Israel. And Morocco also holds the ‘Guardian of 
Jerusalem’ portfolio within the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation, so its participation carried 
added weight for Israel in the enduring religious 
and diplomatic struggle over Jerusalem. 

In addition, Egypt’s attendance was another 
key step in its warm embrace of the Abraham 
Accords. Of course, Cairo has had a peace 
treaty with Israel since 1979, but it was always 
deemed a cold peace with little true acceptance 
and people-to-people contact. Yet that has now 
started to change under President Abdel-Fattah 
al-Sisi, who earlier channeled the spirit of the 
Abraham Accords when he graciously greeted 
Israel’s Energy Minister Karine Elharrar in 
her wheelchair while hosting a recent regional 
energy conference. The Egyptian warming to 
Israel also has been fueled by the IDF’s close 
security and intelligence cooperation in Cairo’s 
long-standing battle with Islamist militias 
operating in the Sinai. 
 
Collectively, these Sunni Arab states also 
were acknowledging the reality that Israel 
has a special relationship with America and a 
unique ‘pull’ in Washington, which they seek 
to leverage for their own good. 
 
Finally, the presence of US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken showed that the Biden 
administration clearly realizes the positive 
regional changes brought about by the Abraham 
Accords. Until now, the Biden team gave 
begrudging credit to the predecessor Trump 

Israeli Foreign Minister Yair Lapid, at a joint press conference with 
Arab foreign ministers during the Negev Summit (AP photo).

What we are doing here is 
making history, building a 
new regional architecture 

based on progress, technology, 
religious tolerance, security and 
intelligence cooperation. This 
new architecture, the shared 
capabilities we are building, 
intimidates and deters our 
common enemies, first and 

foremost Iran and its proxies.
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CURRENT AFFAIRS

administration for birthing the Accords, but 
this signals they are finally ready to actively 
build on the momentum it created. 
 
It also is significant who was not there – 
Jordan and the Palestinians. As Secretary 
Blinken constantly reminded the parties, 
the Abraham Accords cannot substitute for 
direct engagement between Israel and the 
Palestinians. But Palestinian Authority leader 
Mahmoud Abbas remained in Ramallah, still 
stewing over the way these fellow Arab leaders 
have ‘betrayed’ his cause by pressing on with 
normalizing relations with Israel. 
 
Jordan’s absence also was widely noticed, as 
King Abdullah continues to shy away from 
the Abraham Accords, largely due to fear of 
the Palestinian majority residing within his 
kingdom. Instead, he visited Abbas in Ramallah 
that same week. Nonetheless, there has been a 
steady stream of senior figures in the Bennett-
Lapid government who have met with Abdullah 
over recent months in a bid to maintain Israel’s 
unique relationship with Amman. 
 
Lastly, Saudi Arabia also was not present at 
Sde Boker. Yet immediately after the Negev 
Summit, Secretary Blinken spoke with his Saudi 
counterpart to update him on developments. 
Riyadh is not quite ready to openly normalize 
relations with Israel, but signs of quiet 
cooperation are there. This includes Israeli 
commercial overflights of Saudi territory, 
as well as former prime minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s reported 2020 secret meeting 
with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman, who recently referred to Israel as a  
“potential ally.” 
 
THE PURPOSE 
The Negev Summit also was significant for the 
substance of what was discussed there. First 
of all, it is still a rare sight for Israeli and Arab 
leaders to just sit down and talk openly about 
the region’s future. It was not just about security 
and trade, as many other topics were discussed. 
 
But most importantly, Blinken faced a united 
front against reviving the Iran nuclear deal. 
Both Israel and the Sunni Arab states have felt 
somewhat abandoned by the Obama and now 
Biden administrations when it comes to the 
growing Iranian threat in the region. The irony 
here is that whenever Washington engages in 

appeasement of Iran, it only drives these Arab 
nations more into Israel’s arms. 
 
Sunni Arab rulers have seen an Israeli prime 
minister defy a sitting US president by 
addressing Congress about the dangers of a 
nuclear Iran. They also have been impressed 
at how Israel strikes back hard at Iran and 
its regional proxy militias, while the US only 
retaliates against Iranian strikes if they inflict 
casualties. Moreover, they have seen Israel’s 
many successes in its ‘shadow war’ against 
Iranian arms shipments to Hizbullah via Syria, 
its targeting of Iranian drones, its cyber-attacks 
against Tehran, and its covert operations 
inside Iran to expose, slow and even cripple its  
nuclear program. 
 
These Arab states may not necessarily want 
to be directly involved in Israel’s nuclear 
confrontation with Tehran. But some are 
already being hammered by drone and missile 
strikes launched by the Iranian-allied Houthi 
militia in Yemen, and Israel seems a lot more 
willing and able to help stem these attacks than 
a Washington focused on the human rights 
records of Arab leaders. So, one of the more 
concrete results of the Negev Summit, according 
to Israeli sources, is that the parties are now 
working on a regional air defense pact to better 
handle the missile and drone threat from Iran 
and its proxy militias. 
 
THE PUSHBACK 
Another indication of the significance of the 
Negev Summit was the wave of lone wolf terror 

attacks in Israel, which appeared to be partly 
inspired by radical Sunni Arab militias like ISIS. 
A series of three major attacks in Beersheba, 
Hadera and Bnei Brak claimed 11 lives in just 
over a week. Many connected these attacks to 
the onset of Ramadan, but it appears they were 
more a case of anger that Sunni Arab leaders 
are normalizing relations with Israel. 
 
THE DIRE PROSPECTS 
The Negev Summit also took place under the 
specter of the war in Ukraine, and the glaring 
lessons of that conflict for this region were 
not lost on the parties. Watching the US and 
NATO opt to stay out of a direct war with 
Russia reminded America’s longtime allies in 
the Middle East that they need to be prepared 
to defend themselves on their own. 
 
Until now, the Gulf Arab states have been 
concerned with Iran’s ballistic missile and 
drone threat, but – unlike Israel – they have not 
necessarily seen the growing Iranian nuclear 
threat as directly aimed at them. Nonetheless, 
we have now seen the carnage and mayhem 
which a crazed regime can inflict while 
operating under the umbrella of a credible 
nuclear threat. Vladimir Putin’s bare mention 
of the nuclear option has kept American and 
NATO troops at bay and given Russian forces a 
lot more leeway to level Ukrainian cities. This 
begs the question: How much more regional 
damage and destruction could Iran cause with 
its missiles and drones if it were able to also 
brandish a nuclear arsenal!  

The gravesite of David Ben-Gurion and his wife at Sde Boker,  
in the southern Negev (Flash90 photo). 
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IDF (Res) Brig. Gen. Amir Avivi spent over 30 
years in the Israeli military, rising to senior 
positions. Today, he heads the Israel Defense 

and Security Forum, a movement of more than 
1,000 former military and police officers seeking 
to shape Israel’s national security debate. In a 
recent ICEJ weekly webinar, we asked him about 
the impact and lessons for Israel of Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine. Here are excerpts of  
that interview. 
 
ICEJ Webinar Host, David Parsons:  How has 
the Russian attack on Ukraine impacted Israel? 
 
Brig. Gen. Amir Avivi:  We are seeing what 
happens to a country when it gives up its most 
important assets, and relies on the international 
community, like Ukraine did when it gave up 
its nuclear capabilities in 1994 in return for 
guarantees they will not be attacked. Look 
what is happening now, when Ukraine is being 
attacked and nobody is defending them… Now 
we [in Israel] are the same. The world comes to 
Israel and says, “Give up your most important 
assets, the Jordan Valley, your Bible Belt, Judea 
and Samaria. Don't worry, we'll take care of 
you.” Well, we know the only country that needs 
to defend Israel is Israel. We cannot rely on 
anybody else… 
 
There are some good sides for Israel. First, 
although this war is devastating, Israel is now 
getting a huge wave of Jewish immigration from 
Ukraine and also Russia… The other thing is 
that Europe and NATO were shocked when 
they saw this huge Russian army marching 
into Ukraine, and they now need better military 
capabilities. Just to understand, Germany only 
has 50 tanks in service. So, all these countries 
are coming to Israel for help… If you recall, not 

IMPACT OF  
THE UKRAINE  
CONFLICT  
ON ISRAEL 
A N  I N T E R V I E W  W I T H  I D F  ( R E S )  B R I G .  G E N .  A M I R  A V I V I

long ago we had a crisis with Poland regarding 
remarks about the Holocaust, now there is no 
crisis. Why? Because they need us. We had 
many problems with Sweden, who were not 
very favorable to Israel. Now, they are signing 
huge defense agreements with Israel… And 
Europe is very dependent on Russia for 40% 
of its gas. But because of the sanctions, they 
need alternative solutions and they're reaching 
out to Israel for gas exports… 

Parsons: You see what's happening to some of 
these cities in Ukraine, and it looks like Aleppo 
2.0. Do you believe Iran dreams of doing the 
same thing to Israeli cities? 

Brig Gen Avivi: First of 
all, the Russians want the 
Donbas region to connect 
it to Crimea and control the 
Black Sea... So, in places 
the Russians want for sure, 
they’ll do ethnic cleansing 
by intense shelling...  

Parsons: So, we think 
they’re being humane to 
open these humanitarian 
corridors, but they're really 
letting people go, never to 
come back again? 
 
Brig Gen Avivi:  For sure! ...But Iran wants to 
wipe Israel from the face of the earth. They 
say it again and again, and they're willing to 
sacrifice their own economy to build this huge 
force to fight Israel. In this sense, we cannot 
just sit and wait until this happens. We need 
to be proactive… 

CURRENT AFFAIRS

Parsons: The Israeli government is walking a 
tightrope, maintaining relations with Russia 
because of all the damage they could do in 
the region, while sending humanitarian aid 
to Ukraine, but no weapons. Would you do 
anything different? 
 
Brig Gen Avivi: No, I think the government is 
doing exactly what it can and should do. Ukraine 
is getting enough weapons from NATO and 
the US. They don't need Israeli weapons. And 
we cannot really give them, as we cannot get 
into a fight with Russia. Therefore, Israel is 
being very careful. We are showing sympathy 
to Ukraine, but don't want to push it too far. 

We must remember the biggest issue we're 
facing is Iran, which has between 250,000 to 
300,000 rockets and missiles and UAVs pointed 
at Israel. And of course, they aspire to possess 
nuclear weapons that will be an umbrella for 
all of this operation.   

To view the entire Webinar, go to: 
go.icej.org/ukrainewebinar
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The Russian invasion of Ukraine in late February set off the largest 
refugee crisis in Europe since World War II, with over ten million 
people uprooted from their homes. This has included thousands 

of Jewish families fleeing cities under intense Russian shelling. In 
response, the International Christian Embassy Jerusalem is assisting 
at all stages of the current mass wave of Aliyah from Ukraine, as 
thousands of Jews are being brought to safety in Israel. 

The ICEJ’s involvement in this urgent  
Ukrainian Aliyah has included: 
•   Helping to field calls at an emergency Aliyah hotline  

set up for Jews from Ukraine; 
•   Evacuating Jews, particularly aging Holocaust 

survivors, from dangerous areas of Ukraine; 
•   Providing relief aid and temporary housing for 

Ukrainian Jews who fled to neighboring countries; 
•   Sponsoring their Aliyah flights to Israel, and 
•   Assisting these new immigrants with gift baskets, food 

vouchers and household items once in Israel. 

Many of the ICEJ’s efforts are being done through our financial support 
of the Jewish Agency for Israel, which is supervising the overall Aliyah 
operation. The rest of our efforts are being carried out by the ICEJ itself, 
often in cooperation with other partners on the ground in Ukraine, or 
in nearby countries as well as in Israel. 
 
Normally, Jewish families have time to consider all the decisions that 
come with making Aliyah, such as when to sell an apartment and where 
to settle in Israel. But the fighting in Ukraine has forced thousands of 
Jews to make hasty life-and-death decisions, often while on the run. 

For many of these endangered Jews, the process to reach safety in Israel 
often begins with a call to an emergency JAFI hotline set up early in the 
war for Jews in Ukraine and Russia wanting to inquire about making 

ICEJ RISING TO CHALLENGE  
OF URGENT UKRAINIAN ALIYAH

B Y  D A V I D  P A R S O N S

Aliyah. In its first month of operation, the hotline received nearly 
30,000 calls. 
 
Due to this sudden surge, the national call centers for Holocaust survivors 
which the ICEJ sponsors in Haifa and Jerusalem were connected to the 
JAFI hotline number to help handle the high volume of incoming calls. 
 
While many Jewish 
families knew to call 
the hotline, others just 
headed for one of the 
six JAFI stations set 
up at border crossings 
into Poland, Hungary, 
Romania and Moldova. 
Once there, the Jewish 
war refugees have been 
housed and cared for, 
vetted for a rapid Aliyah 
process, and then sent on 
flights to Israel. 
 
After landing at Ben-Gurion Airport, these new Ukrainian immigrants are 
being placed in hotels or move in with relatives while local municipalities 
prepare more permanent housing for them. Meantime, the ICEJ is busy 
distributing welcome baskets to hundreds of newly arrived families, with 
a special effort to deliver toys and games to the very disoriented children. 
 
So far, Israel has welcomed more than 7,000 Ukrainian Jewish immigrants 
in the six weeks since the Russian invasion began. The ICEJ has sponsored 
Aliyah flights for 720 of these newcomers, with more to come. We also 
have helped evacuate at least 60 Holocaust survivors from Ukraine and 
counting, delivered tons of relief aid to Jewish war refugees in Poland 
through several of our European branch offices, and handed out welcome 
baskets to hundreds of Ukrainian Jewish families already here in Israel. 
 
Over the following pages, you can learn more about what the Christian 
Embassy is doing to meet the challenges of this most urgent, massive 
Aliyah wave in decades. We are able to do all this because of generous 
Christians who understand the opportunity we now have to assist the 
Jewish people in their hour of need. So, please give towards our urgent 
Ukrainian Aliyah efforts.  

ALIYAH & INTEGRATION

Ukrainian war refugees crossing  
the border into Poland.

An ICEJ-sponsored call center answering inquiries 
on JAFI’s emergency hotline for Ukrainian Jews. 

Donate today at:   
give.icej.org/ukrainianaliyah 
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ALIYAH & INTEGRATION

While most of the Jews fleeing the 
war in Ukraine have made it out 
on their own, there are a number 

of Holocaust survivors who have needed help 
to safely reach neighboring countries on their 
way to Israel. The Christian Embassy has been 
especially concerned for these elderly Holocaust 
survivors in Ukraine, who have already seen 
enough horrors and wars in their lives. So, we 
have been working with an Israeli partner on 
the ground in Ukraine to extract Holocaust 
survivors and bring them safely home to Israel. 
 
The evacuation team is made up of Israeli and 
local volunteers who have been making long and 
dangerous journeys across Ukraine to locate 
and rescue Holocaust survivors living in cities 
under constant shelling – such as Kyiv, Kharkiv, 
Kherson, Dnipro and Mariupol. Many have 
been hunkered down in their homes for weeks, 
hungry and fearing for their lives. 
 
One by one, they are being picked up and 
brought to safer areas in western Ukraine. 
Each rescue  mission from Lviv takes up to four 
days of driving round-trip, and must navigate 
numerous checkpoints, roadside wreckage and 
rockets raining from above.  

Most of these Holocaust survivors are now in 
their 80s and 90s, and are either in wheelchairs 
or need walkers to get around. With ICEJ 
funding, the rescue teams have hired specially 
equipped vans and ambulances and even 
stretchers, which are needed to transport these 
disabled evacuees. Family members are usually 

there to help them say goodbye to homes they 
have lived in their whole lives. Some close family 
are then joining them in Israel. 

STORIES OF SURVIVAL 
When Russian troops were still just outside 
Kyiv, it forced Lilya Vladirovna, nearly 80, to 
finally leave the home where she was born 
during World War II. The elderly Jewish woman 
had been locked up in her house alone for 
over two weeks as the capital city was slowly 
besieged. She was almost out of food and, due 
to her difficulty in walking, she has had trouble 
reaching a safer place in her apartment building 
every time the sirens wail – which was many 
times a day. 

“From the moment the fighting started, I did 
not leave the house because that is what we were 
ordered to do,” Lilya told the Israeli news site 
Ynet. “Every time I heard the alarms, I ran to the 
stairwell and heard the sound of explosions.”  
Her son was looking for a way to get her out to 
safety and learned of the ICEJ-sponsored rescue 
team. They picked her up and took her to Lviv, 
where she was grateful to finally be safe and 
headed for Israel. 

“I was born in Kyiv when the city was constantly 
bombed by the Germans,” she added. “In my 
life I never thought the Russian people would 
attack Ukraine. Now I feel like history repeats 
itself and even worse.” 
 
The team also managed to extricate Holocaust 
survivors Samuel (94) and Mila Chiporniak (93) 

from Mariupol, where thousands of civilians 
have reportedly died in the incessant Russian 
bombing of the city. As she reached safety in 
Lviv, Mila was choking on tears when she spoke 
to an Israeli reporter with Maariv about her 
ordeal. 

“I have no words to express my gratitude. I 
do not know how these angels from heaven 
suddenly came to us, I do not know them at 
all. It is obvious how they risked themselves 
under heavy fire,” she said. “I thank God for 
sending me these rescuers.” 
 
FIRST-HAND ACCOUNTS 
For over a decade now, the ICEJ has worked 
with our Israeli partner Shimon Sabag to care 
for needy Holocaust survivors in Israel. In 
the weeks before the war, Shimon was also 
in Ukraine preparing to help aging Holocaust 
survivors there. So, he quickly shifted to 
rescuing survivors from the worst hit areas, 
and the ICEJ stepped in to sponsor the effort. 
 
“You do not see it fully on television, but some of 
these cities are completely leveled,” Shimon told 
a recent ICEJ webinar audience. “When we got 
to Mariupol, there was no water, no electricity, 
no heating, it was -4 degrees, and we saw crowds 
of people who were just shivering in the cold. 
But when we were able to extract the Holocaust 
survivors, it was an incredible feeling. I have 
worked with the Christian Embassy for 13 years 
now, and you guys do a great job. And make 
no mistake, together we rescued these people 
from certain death.” 

“Many times, we have been under fire,” he 
added. “Some rockets have hit within 200 
meters of us. Yet despite our fears, we did not 
flinch and felt God protecting us.” 

RESCUING HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS  
FROM THE CLUTCHES OF WAR IN UKRAINE

ICEJ-SPONSORED TEAM VENTURES DEEP INTO WAR ZONE TO EXTRACT ELDERLY JEWS

Members of the rescue team in Ukraine 
sponsored by the Christian Embassy.

A disabled Holocaust survivor is 
strapped into an ambulance for 
the long ride out of Ukraine
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ALIYAH & INTEGRATION

On one rescue mission, the team went into the 
southern port city of Kherson and brought out 
several Holocaust survivors just three hours 
before Russian forces captured the bridge they 
crossed to enter the city. 
 
They also went to Kyiv to bring out a 91 year-
old Holocaust survivor with a serious heart 
condition and took her to the Israeli field 
hospital just set up near Lviv, where they were 
able to diagnose her condition and save her life. 
 
He added that his rescue team is now known 
all across Ukraine. Their daring efforts have 
even caught the attention of the Israeli and 
foreign press, with Reuters, BBC, NBC, Yediot 
Ahronot, Maariv, Israel Hayom, and Israeli TV 
Channels 12 and 13 all filing stories on their 
exploits. Israeli officials also have taken notice. 

“I want to thank all our friends at the Christian 
Embassy for your support, your prayers and 
donations, for helping us bring more Jews from 
Ukraine to Israel,” said Ambassador Danny 
Danon, Israel’s former representative to the 
United Nations, in a special video message. 
 
So far, our joint rescue efforts have extracted 
at least 60 Holocaust survivors and counting 
from dangerous locations all over Ukraine 
and brought them to Israel. Next comes the 
important task of settling them into homes 
and care facilities where their special needs 
can be met. No doubt, several will be received 
into the ICEJ’s unique Home for Holocaust 
survivors in Haifa. 
 

Shimon Sabag rescuing a Holocaust survivor from 
her damaged home near Donetsk.

The dangerous journey across Ukraine 
includes many check-points and 
bombed out bridges.

NBC News reports on 
Natalia, an 86 year-old 
Holocaust survivor from 
Kyiv, who lived through 

the Babyn Yar massacre 
during WWII and was 
recently evacuated 
from danger by our 

rescue team  
(NBC News screen capture).

The same 
Holocaust 
survivor on 
an Aliyah 
flight to 
Israel

Please join us in rescuing more Holocaust 
survivors and other Jews from the clutches of 
this brutal war in Ukraine. They urgently need 
our help, so give your best gift today!  

Donate today at:   
give.icej.org/

ukrainianaliyah 

scan me
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With the Russian invasion of Ukraine triggering the largest 
refugee crisis in Europe in over 75 years, Israel has been 
scrambling to rescue thousands of Ukrainian Jews in harm’s 

way and bring them home safely to Israel. The Jewish Agency for Israel 
is overseeing the emergency Aliyah process, which begins with meeting 
Ukrainian Jewish war refugees at the border crossings into Poland, 
Hungary, Romania and Moldova, and then 
providing temporary housing while their Aliyah 
file is opened, before flying them on to Israel. 
The new arrivals are then placed in hotels and 
municipal housing across Israel for several 
months while they adjust to life in Israel. 
 
During the first six weeks of the war, JAFI flew 
more than 7,000 Ukrainian Jewish immigrants 
to Israel. So far, the Christian Embassy has 
sponsored transport, temporary housing, 
medical care and Aliyah flights for 720 of 
these new immigrants, and more are on 
the way. 
 
The first Aliyah flight in this mass exodus 
landed in early March with some 90 children 
from a Jewish orphanage in central Ukraine. 
The youngsters, aged 2 to 18, had walked 
through freezing cold and snow to cross the 
border into Romania several days before. 
Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett 
was waiting on the tarmac at Ben-Gurion 
Airport to greet them. 
 
Additional flights quickly began arriving with 
hundreds more Ukrainian Jewish immigrants. 
ICEJ delegations were on hand to greet several 
of these planes. It was clear to see that most of the arriving passengers 
were women and children and the elderly, as Ukrainian men between 
ages 18 and 60 must stay behind to help defend the country. The hope 
is they will soon be able to rejoin their families here in Israel. 
 
At one flight arrival, our ICEJ welcome team spoke to several Ukrainian 
Jews about their difficult journey to Israel. One mother and daughter 
said they had spent several weeks fleeing to Poland from Kharkiv, a 

ICEJ SPONSORS  
RESCUE FLIGHTS FOR  
UKRAINIAN JEWS

hard-hit city all the way over near the Russian border. While crossing 
the entire country on their own without a vehicle, they had to find refuge 
in one town after another. But they were happy to finally be in Israel, 
where they would start out at an absorption hotel in Rishon LeZion and 
eventually settle in Netanya. 
 

These new immigrants are being classified 
as “war refugees,” which means they will 
receive extra government assistance in their 
first years here. But Israel and the Jewish 
Agency also are appealing to their Christian 
friends to help fund this mammoth Aliyah 
and absorption effort. 
 
With the war in Ukraine dragging on, 
and Russia’s economy also crippled by 
international sanctions, Israeli officials say 
they expect as many as 50,000 Ukrainian and 
Russian Jews to make Aliyah in the coming 
year or so, depending on how the conflict 
plays out. Counting those who are Jewish 
and their immediate families, there are an 
estimated 200,000 Ukrainians and more than 
600,000 Russians who are eligible to immigrate 
to Israel. 
 
The ICEJ already has a long record of assisting 
with Aliyah from Ukraine, as we have helped 
nearly 50,000 Ukrainian Jews immigrate to 
Israel since the Soviet Union disbanded in 1989. 
But for those who remain, the need has never 
been greater to help bring them to safety in 
Israel. 
 

The current surge in Aliyah from Ukraine, Russia and even Belarus is 
expected to continue over the coming months. The costs to evacuate 
Ukrainian Jews and then shelter and fly them to Israel is currently 
averaging about US $1000 per person. 
 
Please consider sending your best gift today to help with this urgent 
need. Do not miss your chance to be part of this historic moment in 
the prophetic Ingathering of Israel.  

Donate today at:  give.icej.org/ukrainianaliyah 

ICEJ’s Nicole Yoder with the mother 
and daughter who trekked all 
across Ukraine to reach Israel; 
Ukrainian Jewish refugees  
boarding a bus for Poland.
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The ICEJ’s involvement in the current wave of urgent Aliyah from Ukraine includes 
members of our Jerusalem staff who speak Ukrainian and Russian helping new 
immigrants adjust to the rules, language and culture of Israel. 

 
Anna Lan (left) is originally from Russia, while Liliya Shapchyts (right) 
came to Israel from Belarus. Both have been on the ICEJ staff for many 
years, and they eagerly accepted a recent offer to help new Ukrainian 
Jewish immigrants staying at a local Jerusalem hotel 
to complete their applications for Israeli identity 

cards in Hebrew. Anna also assisted with translation for children 
participating in fun activities at the hotel, such as arts and crafts. 
 
“As someone originally from Russia, I am very happy to be able to assist 
these people from Ukraine,” said Anna. “Not only are they adapting to a new country, 
which is hard, but they are also coming with very few possessions and are in a state of 
shock. I’m so grateful that God can use me in this small way of translating for them.”  
 
For Liliya, the chance to help these new immigrants extends beyond the hotel corridors. 
She is assisting new immigrants by providing them with critical information in Russian 
about life in Israel, such as getting an Israeli mobile phone or applying for a bus card so 
that they can travel around town with ease. 
 
“I’m very happy to help these people,” assured Liliya. “I understand what it is like to come 
to a new country and the difficulty of not knowing where to start with things or how to do 
things. It is very hard when you don’t know the Hebrew language.”  

ICEJ STAFF HELPING 
UKRAINIAN JEWS 
ADJUST TO ISRAEL

Another Finnish aid delivery complete.

Jani Salokangas and John Remes of 
ICEJ-Finland with the Chief Rabbi of 
Warsaw Michael Schudrich.

ALIYAH & INTEGRATION

When the war in Ukraine broke out in 
February, thousands of Jews began 
fleeing west into Poland and converged 

on Warsaw, where they heard the local Jewish 
community could help take care of them. The Chief 
Rabbi of Warsaw realized they were being 
overwhelmed with Jewish war refugees and reached 
out for help. In response, ICEJ-Finland national 
director Jani Salokangas organized a large van to 
take over one ton of relief aid to Warsaw and deliver 
it to the beleaguered Jewish refugees. Within three 
hours of arriving in Warsaw, the aid shipment was 
completely dispersed to needy families. So, our 
Finnish branch recently sent a second truck filled 
with relief aid, again including sleeping bags, warm 
clothing, items for babies, toiletries, air mattresses, 
medications, and food. ICEJ-Germany and ICEJ-
Norway were planning similar aid deliveries to 
Warsaw.  

ICEJ BRANCHES  
DELIVER AID TO JEWISH 
REFUGEES IN WARSAW

Ukrainian Jewish immigrants receiving help from Liliya.



GIFT PACKAGES SAY 
‘WELCOME HOME’  
TO UKRAINIAN JEWS  
B Y  A N A S T A S I Y A  G O O D I N G

“I was overwhelmed as I watched the sadness 
turn to happiness and joy on the faces of the 
children,” expressed Pnina. 
 
One little girl was pushing a stroller with a stone 
and a piece of wood in it. When Pnina asked 
why she had a stone and stick in her stroller, 
she replied: “My doll is at home where the war 
is!” So, she was thrilled when Pnina mentioned 
a doll she was about to receive. 
 
Each gift came with a beautiful ICEJ greeting card in the Ukrainian 
language, stating: “We are so sorry for the tragic loss and unjust suffering 
which has come so suddenly to your lives. 
May this gift from Christians around the 
world be an encouragement and help to 
you as you establish your lives afresh here 
in Israel. May you flourish here and find 
new hope and a good future.” 
 
The Christian Embassy also has 
provided aid packages to hundreds 
of other Ukrainian Jewish youths 
and families who recently arrived in 
Israel. These packages are stocked with 
essential items such as sheets, towels, toiletries, vouchers for food 
and clothing, household items and a beautiful card with a blessing in 
Ukrainian. 
 
“It is really exciting to be able to welcome these new immigrants and 
support them by providing very basic and useful tangible items everyone 
needs”, assured Nicole Yoder, ICEJ Vice President for AID & Aliyah. 
 
With your support, we can help more Ukrainian immigrant children 
and families uprooted by war as they seek a new life in Israel. Please 
give your best gift today. The cost for an immigrant gift package for 
children is US $100, and US $350 for family welcome packages.  

Donate today at: give.icej.org/ukrainianaliyah

As more Ukrainian Jews flood into Israel, the Christian Embassy 
has been welcoming hundreds of these new immigrant families 
with gift packages offering a warm ‘Welcome Home!’ 

 
Many Ukrainian Jewish families coming to Israel left their homes without 
any advance planning, only taking a few items and little-to-no money. 
This urgent wave of new immigrants is largely an Aliyah of women and 
children, as most of the men had to stay and help defend the country. 
So, amid the anxiety, separation and uncertainty, we have extended a 
loving hand to these new arrivals on behalf of Christians worldwide. 

 
Recently, an ICEJ team 
visited the Nes Harim 
complex in the Jerusalem 
foothills to deliver gift 
packages to some 90 
children who arrived early 
in the war from a Jewish 
orphanage in Ukraine. 
Our team first met a group 
of teenagers, and then the 

younger children. When it came time to distribute the gifts, some of 
the children even asked if they could hug our staff.  
 
“What a privilege to be able to participate in packing and handing 
out gifts to these Ukrainian children arriving in Israel,” shared Pnina 
Zubarev, an ICEJ staff member originally from Ukraine. 
 
“You know, it’s a foreign country, it’s foreign people, and they don’t 
know anyone here,” explained Pnina. “But as I started talking with them, 
suddenly they heard the language that they know without any accent 
and were so happy. The children went from being closed and distant, 
to being open, happy and willing to talk.” 
 
“It seems that maybe the hug was also like a present for them because 
they are orphans, and they really need it,” Pnina added. 
 
The children also were amazed at the variety and size of the toys and 
games given to them. 

ALIYAH & INTEGRATION

A Ukrainian boy reads 
the ICEJ gift card.

Pnina with the Ukrainian 
Jewish orphans.

ICEJ staff packing toys 
and games for new 
immigrant children. 

The little Ukrainian 
girl with a stone 
and stick as her 
only toys.
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HOW THE WAR IN UKRAINE IS  
IMPACTING OUR HAIFA HOME

B Y  Y U D I T  S E T Z

The TV is full of images of women, children 
and the elderly in Ukraine fleeing their 
homes with only a small suitcase of 

belongings. This is making a huge impact on 
our residents at the ICEJ’s Haifa Home for 
Holocaust survivors. Many are reliving what 
they experienced as children in the Shoah. 

For Chaya Caspi, watching the news from 
Ukraine stirs up disturbing memories from 
her past. To this day, Chaya regularly relives 
a certain unimaginable pain of Nazi cruelty, 
and she feels great compassion for people  
in Ukraine. 

“I feel a deep pain in my heart when I think of 
Ukraine. The war is not face-to-face, so there 
are many civilian casualties. Families are ripped 
apart. Innocent women and children are killed 
by Putin’s bombs,” said Chaya. 
 
She was born in Romania and was eight when 
World War II started. When the Nazis came, 
men over 15 were rounded up and shot. Chaya’s 
19-year-old brother was among them. Chaya’s 
father and younger brothers were later rounded 
up and crammed into cattle cars.  He and his 
younger sons were on the train for eight days 
without food or water. At the end of the journey, 
the doors opened and all the dead were tossed 
out. Chaya’s youngest brother died on that 
train. The father miraculously survived the 
war as a slave laborer and was reunited with 
the remaining family afterwards. 
 

Donate today at:  
give.icej.org/survivors

Another survivor, Esti, was born in Poland. Her 
father was killed when the Germans arrived 
and burned her village. Esti and her mother 
and sisters fled to the forests for nine long 
months. They built small shelters and made 
blankets from leaves. One day, German soldiers 
walked into the forest and started shooting. 
Her mother and two sisters were killed right 
next to her. Esti and her other sister managed 
to escape - she still doesn’t know how. 
 
When Esti hears about Ukraine, tears well up 
in her eyes. It reminds her of the time when 
Ukrainians helped the Germans to kill Jews. 
 
“But today’s Ukrainians have nothing to do 
with the old generations. It’s the same with 
the Germans. I love all the volunteers from 
Germany who care for me today. They’re not 
guilty,” Esti insisted. 
 
She feels sad that Ukrainians are going through 
similar things that she had to endure. 
 
“To be forced to pack up your things suddenly 
and be uprooted, to see dear family members 
murdered. However, I’m glad that the 
Ukrainians receive so much help and refuge 
all over the world. Back then, no one wanted 
to help us because we were Jews,” recalled Esti.

FOR A TIME LIKE THIS 
While working with our partner organization 
to rescue Holocaust survivors from Ukraine, 

here in Haifa we are preparing rooms to take in 
several of these survivors. When the Ukrainian 
survivors arrive in Israel, they will first be cared 
for by the Jewish Agency. During this time, we 
will meet with them to see who will fit best in 
the Haifa Home. 

Meantime, after overcoming several hurdles, 
the elevator is finally being installed in our 
newest apartment building, which may be the 
ideal place to house some of these Ukrainian 
survivors. It is almost too much to fathom what 
these people went through as children and are 
now going through late in life. The Christian 
Embassy wants to do all we can to comfort and 
support these future residents. 
 
IN MEMORIAM 
March was a difficult month at the Haifa Home, 
as three of our dear residents passed away. May 
the memory of Zvi Cohen (90), Klara Berkovitz 
(90) and Edmond Bozaglo (82) be blessed. 

With so few years remaining to extend comfort 
and care to Holocaust survivors, please show 
your love towards them by supporting the ICEJ’s 
Haifa Home for Holocaust survivors.  

HAIFA HOME

Chaya

Esti

EDMOND BOZAGLO

KLARA BERKOVITZZVI COHEN

Pictured above:  Will Setz assists in painting rooms at the Haifa Home for Holocaust survivors in preparation to take in several new survivors as a result of the war in Ukraine.

17  |  WORD FROM JERUSALEM



1
2

3

4

INSIDE THE EMBASSY

In early March, the ICEJ co-sponsored the 
Chairman’s Conference of the Israel Allies 
Foundation, an annual gathering of the heads 

of pro-Israel caucuses in dozens of national 
parliaments worldwide. This year’s conference, 
the first since the COVID outbreak, drew 20 
parliament members from 17 nations to 
Jerusalem, as well as numerous friends and 
supporters of the IAF, which oversees the global 
network of more than 50 sister caucuses of the 
Knesset Christian Allies Caucus. 
 
ICEJ Vice President & Senior Spokesman 
David Parsons addressed the opening session 
of the Chairman’s Conference and stressed 
the urgency of Israel’s supporters worldwide 
to stand against a weak Iran nuclear deal now 
under consideration. In their deliberations, 
the conference attendees indeed focused on 
the threat of a nuclear Iran, as well as fighting 
antisemitism and the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions movement, and standing with an 
undivided Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.  

In a sign that Israel is open again to tourism post-Corona, a number of 
national directors and representatives from our international offices 
visited Israel recently and stopped by our Jerusalem headquarters. 

 
In March, Gottfried Bühler of ICEJ-Germany came to Israel with a film 
team to record a special Passover service at Christ Church, in Jerusalem’s 
Old City, for German Christian TV. He also traveled around the country 
to film episodes of his regular television program Fascination Israel. 
 
Gitten Öholm, national director for ICEJ-Sweden, also was in Israel around 
the same time to film for a new series she is producing on Israel which 
will air on Swedish Christian television. Much of the content focused on 
social aid projects which the ICEJ supports. Her tour included a stop at 
our Home for Holocaust survivors in Haifa. 

ICEJ-Switzerland board members Daniel and Gabriela Hess were recently 
in the country as well to visit aid projects being sponsored by the Swiss 
branch, and to spend some time touring sites in the land, including the 
ancient Roman aqueduct in Caesarea. 
 
John Remes, a board member and Aliyah coordinator for ICEJ-Finland, 
was one of the earliest visitors to the ICEJ headquarters in Jerusalem 
when corona travels bans were lifted in February. 
 
Finally, Peter Vosu of ICEJ-Estonia was in Israel this spring to attend 
the Chairman’s Conference of the Israel Allies Foundation. During their 
meetings with Israeli officials and tours around Jerusalem, he was able 
to spend time praying at the Western Wall.  

ICEJ SPONSORS GATHERING OF  
PRO-ISRAEL PARLIAMENTARIANS

ICEJ NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES VISIT ISRAEL
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4
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INSIDE THE EMBASSY

In March, the ICEJ head office in Jerusalem 
welcomed the first visit of a tour group to 
our headquarters since corona travel 

restrictions were lifted. The group was led by 
Apostle Renê Terra Nova, ICEJ-Brazil national 
director, who came by with a group of some 40 

In late February, an ICEJ delegation attended the official relaunch of 
the Knesset Christian Allies Caucus in Israel’s parliament. ICEJ 
President Dr Jürgen Bühler spoke at the meeting and called the KCAC 

“one of the miracles of the State of Israel” for pro-actively reaching out 
to Evangelical Christians as no other parliament does worldwide. Besides 
Dr Bühler, the ICEJ delegation included his wife Vesna, David Parsons, 
Fine Ditoka, Lily Sironi and Josh Gooding.  

Recently, ICEJ Vice President & Senior Spokesman David Parsons 
was invited by the Jewish Statesmanship Center on Mount Herzl 
to speak about our ministry and the Christian Zionist movement 

in general. The Center offers a year-long study program to a select group 
of future Israeli leaders which focuses on the Zionist vision and values 
inspired by Theodor Herzl. The students were surprised to learn of 
the long and noble history of Christian support for a restored nation of 
Israel, which predates Herzl’s movement by decades if not centuries.  

Brazilian Christians touring the Land of Israel. 
Their visit was a welcome sight for our 
Jerusalem staff, as well as an uplifting moment 
for everyone when Gilmar Britto, a popular 
vocalist at the Feast, sat down at the keyboards 
and began leading a beautiful time of worship 

in Portuguese and English. We also had a 
powerful time of prayer and of sharing about 
the work of the Christian Embassy. As they left, 
Apostle Renê assured he would be working 
hard to bring a large Brazilian delegation to the 
Feast of Tabernacles in October.  

ICEJ-BRAZIL TOUR GROUP LIVENS EMBASSY WITH VISIT

ICEJ DELEGATION ATTENDS 
RELAUNCH OF KCAC

ICEJ SPEAKS TO  
JEWISH STATESMANSHIP 
CENTER ON MT HERZL
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FEAST OF TABERNACLES 2020ICEJ HOMECARE

SMALL 
DEEDS  
of LOVE
B Y  M A X I N E  C A R L I L L

Ever since the Russian invasion of Ukraine, 
it has been a difficult time for ICEJ’s 
Homecare head nurse Corrie van 

Maanen. Many of her elderly house-bound 
patients have followed the news with their 
hearts aching for family members still living 
in Ukraine. 
 
In those early days of shock and disbelief, Corrie 
took a small gift to each one in her weekly visits 
to represent the love and prayers coming from 
Christians around the world. She gave a small 
pot with spring flowers, blue and yellow, to a 
lady whose son and wife, plus her sister and 
other family, were still in Ukraine. The dear lady 
cried when she saw the colors of the Ukrainian 
flag displayed in the flowers! Her response 
spoke volumes: “These flowers are alive.” 
 
Many of the older immigrants whom Corrie 
assists still remember well another invasion. 
They have memories of terrified flight, of 
massacres, and losing loved ones as the Jews 
were systematically hunted down. One of them 
is Zachar who as a teenager was placed in a 
ghetto in Vinnitsa, Ukraine from where Jews 
were taken out, shot and buried in mass graves. 
He escaped only to be caught and placed in 
an overcrowded concentration camp where 
children and adults died of starvation every 
day. Amazingly, young Zachar also was able to 
escape from this place where only 1,200 Jews 
survived out of 11,000 total. 
 
Zachar listens to the news, as he can hear 
but not see. His blindness makes daily life a 
challenge. He relies on memories, and they 
often return to that terrible period in his life. 
Now, the news of the war in Ukraine makes his 
spirit heavy. Corrie’s weekly visits to encourage 

and cheer him up are now more important 
than ever. 
 
Gestures of love can take many forms. 
Sometimes gifts from the nations come in 
forms other than financial. ICEJ Homecare 
recently received two large bags of plush stuffed 
sheep from a 93-year-old lady. Happily accepting 
the gift, Corrie began thinking about where it 
could be the biggest blessing in Israel. Less 
than 24 hours later, she heard that 100 Jewish 
orphans were on their way from Ukraine and 
these cuddly sheep would be really appreciated 
by them. When the lady who donated the sheep 
collection heard that they had found a home 
with these children, she was filled with joy. 
 
Meanwhile, boxes full of handknitted baby 
blankets had just arrived from the Netherlands 
when a request came from a social worker - 
diapers were urgently needed for new Ukrainian 
immigrant families with babies. So, Homecare 
quickly purchased some and placed them in 
bags along with the blankets, and then handed 
over these parcels of love to the delight of the 
social worker. It was a gift that said: ‘You are 
not alone; we are thinking of you!’ 
 
Such small deeds of love, conveying a sincere 
message of hope and comfort in these troubled 
times, are part of the role of ICEJ Homecare.   

 “These flowers 
               are alive.”

scan me

Please continue to support 
the work of our Homecare 
department by donating at:  
give.icej.org/homecare 
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ICEJ WORLDWIDE

The ICEJ-USA office served once more as 
co-host of the popular Israel Breakfast at 
the annual National Religious Broadcasters 

Convention in Nashville in February. The 
keynote speaker was Johnnie Moore, a leading 
Evangelical voice in America today, who is now 
a key partner in our fight against antisemitism. 
Many considered it the best Israel event ever 
at the NRB. Next year, the convention will 
celebrate Israel’s 75th anniversary, so we can 
expect even better!   

In early April, our VP of Operations Barry 
Denison was invited by ICEJ-Sweden national 
director Gitten Öholm to take part in a series 

of events her branch was hosting, which 
included a pastors’ luncheon and a national 
conference focused on Israel. Barry was 
especially touched to share his testimony with 
the pastors at the luncheon and to see their 
warm response. He also was encouraged at how 
well the conference attendees received his 
teaching on how the Prophet Isaiah foresaw 
the great commission of the Church and the 
heart of Jesus for the restoration of Israel today. 
Dag Øyvind Juliussen from ICEJ-Norway and 
Christina Elisabeth Leinum from ICEJ-
Denmark also were on hand to teach and join 
panels and workshops.   

Recently, ICEJ-South Africa national 
directors Vivienne and Marc Myburgh 
paid a visit to the home of former Chief 

Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng to deliver a collection 
of 200 personal messages of support for his 
pro-Israel stand from leading Christians across 
the nation. Last year, they helped spearhead a 
nationwide petition drive which garnered over 
170,000 signatures defending the Chief Justice 
against demands that he apologize for voicing 
his support for Israel on biblical grounds.   

Even during the months of corona lockdowns and travel bans, the 
ICEJ’s global network kept expanding. One newly appointed team 
is in Argentina, and includes Diego Freytes, Valeria Ashllian and 

Nidia Demarchi. They have been quite active lately in our online events 
and are in constant touch with our Spanish language coordinator, Claudia 
Fierro. In March, the time came for a visit from Jerusalem by Mojmir 
Kallus, ICEJ Vice President for International Affairs. 
 
During the week-long visit, Mojmir spoke at pastors’ meetings and 
church services in Cordoba and Buenos Aires, including at Cita con la 
Vida, a large 3,000-member church led by senior pastor Carlos Belart. In 
Buenos Aires, the team also met with Israeli Ambassador Galit Ronen 
and Orthodox Rabbi Daniel Oppenheimer. 
 
The successful relaunch of our Argentina branch was made possible 
by groups of intercessors who have been praying for Israel for many 
years. Argentina turns out to be a strategic country in Latin America with 
great potential. However, it has also seen dark periods when national 
leaders collaborated with the Nazis and with the radical Iranian regime, 
among others. Local Christians sense this has brought a curse over the 
country and public repentance should be initiated by the Church. Diego 

Freytes, ICEJ-Argentina’s new national director, has collected dozens 
of signatures from Christian leaders on a repentance letter which was 
presented to Israeli Ambassador Ronen. It lists numerous cases of 
injustice and unrepentance against the Jewish people in Argentina over 
the past century. Plans are underway to organize a major nationwide 
repentance event next year. Please be praying for these efforts to impact 
the whole nation.  

A PROMISING RE-LAUNCH  
IN ARGENTINA B Y  I C E J  S T A F F

ICEJ-USA  
CO-HOSTS ISRAEL 
BREAKFAST AT NRB

ICEJ-SWEDEN 
HOLDS NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE

ICEJ-SOUTH  
AFRICA STANDS 
WITH PRO-ISRAEL  
CHIEF JUSTICE

Senior Pastor  
Carlos Belart and  

Dr. Mojmir Kallus, ICEJ 
Vice President for 

International Affairs

ICEJ-Argentina’s new national office 
led by Diego Freytes (right).
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NEW EPISODES 
now airing on our ICEJ official 

channels and GOD TV
Encounter Israel, brought to you by the  International  

Christian Embassy Jerusalem, features  enriching biblical 
teachings, compelling personal stories and exciting  

events all from the Land of Israel!

All of our Encounter Israel episodes are available  
on demand at GOD.TV/VOD/ENCOUNTERISRAEL  
and on our OFFICIAL MEDIA CHANNELS 
Encounter Israel Airs on God TV every Monday - Friday 
at 6:15 a.m. and 12:45 p.m. in each region

Follow ICEJ  
@icejofficial

scan me to watch

an icej original program

JUNE
16-28TH 

2022

$2,095 USD
LAND PACKAGE PRICE
*Flight to israel not included

Join the Arise Summer Tour 2022 for a life changing trip to the Holy Land! In these unprecedented times we are 
inviting you to be COURAGEOUS and take the leap of faith on the journey of a lifetime to the Land of ISRAEL. If you 
are a Young Adult ages 18-32 and have a desire to see the land of the Bible, visit go.arisegeneration.org to find out 
how you can be a part of this life-changing trip to Israel. 

REGISTER TODAY AT:  go.arisegeneration.org
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VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE AND RECEIVE A 10% DISCOUNT ON ALL PURCHASES!
Go to:  ICEJSTORE.COM and use the discount code: WFJ2022ICEJ – The special 10% 
discount for your purchases at Embassy Resources is valid throughout 2022.

36 USD

22 USD

THE NEW JERUSALEM  
ANOINTING OIL 30 ML
Pomegranate

ISRAEL RISING, 
70 YEARS 
CELEBRATION 
1948-2018  
BOOK 
by Doug Hershey

ISRAELI FLAG
The Israel Flag 
Dimensions: 90 X 150cm

43 USD

10 USD

17.50 USD

ISRAEL RISING, 
70 YEARS 
CELEBRATION  
1948-2018
MUSIC CD
(Various Artists)

19 USD

A SHORT HISTORY OF 
CHRISTIAN ZIONISM
BOOK 
by Donald M. Lewis

HOLY SPIRIT,  
REVELATION &  
REVOLUTION
BOOK 
by Reinhard Bonnke

For full product descriptions visit our online store!

EMBASSY RESOURCES  //  WWW.ICEJSTORE.COM

35 USD

THE NEWER 
TESTAMENT
by Brad H. Young

ISRAEL SET*  
1.  Pack of 20 (33/33) Paper Napkins - Happy Independence 
2.  Package of 24 flags for an Israeli flag cupcake 
3.  Package of 6 Israeli flags (15/10 cm x 30 cm) (paper) 
4.  Israel flag (90x150 cm)
5.  Whose land? Booklet
6.  Magnet 
7.  Plastic stirrer with Israeli flag

49 USDFREE SHIPPING



9-16 OCTOBER 2022

The Feast of Tabernacles 2022 is being planned as both an In-Person and Online event.

Attend Feast In-Person: Three packages available.

Join Feast Tour: 3-Star and 4-Star packages available.

Online Feast packages start at US$5000. 

To register or for more details about the Feast options, please go to:  feast.icej.org

Register at:  
feast.icej.org


